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Next MeetingNext Meeting  
Thursday, February  14, 2013 

At 19:00 
VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 

Next ServiceNext Service  
Tuesday, March 4, 2013 at 13:00 

Bay Pines National Cemetery 

TAPS 

It is with regret that 
the Department an-

nounces the Death of 
Marines.  

The Department of 
Florida 

Marine Corps League 

George Daly, Marathon Devil Dogs, Det #1216, 6-Dec-12 

Joseph C. Pagac, Morris F. Dixon,  Det #54, 6-Nov-12 

And 

2176 American Service Personnel including 412 U.S. Ma-

rines who made the ultimate sacrifice in Operation En-

during Freedom in Afghanistan 

“May They Rest in Peace” 

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery 

There are Services held on the first Tuesday of 

each month for Vets with no family.  The time is 

15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and 

black trousers.  As always your presence is ap-

preciated.  

If you need a ride we’ll get you there one way or anoth-

er. Can anyone identify this vehicle? 

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made 

by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345 

a couple of hours or more before the meeting 

and we’ll get you there. 

Come to the next meeting. Afterwards you can hang 

out with your fellow Marines for a little fun! 
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The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 

Report on the January Meeting 

This is not an official record of the minutes but 

rather a summary of the  important highlights. 

Officers present 

All officers were present 

Awards 

 Meritorious Commendations were pre-

sented to 4 Marines of the Detachment for their 

long time attendance and participation in the 

monthly services at Bay Pines National Cemetery. 

This is one of the ongoing activities that Detach-

ment 57 is committed to support. 

 

Application for membership: 

 None for this month 

Minutes of Previous meeting: 

 Waived 

Correspondence: 

 We received an email from Detachment 

thanking us for our support of and participation 

in the Toys for Tots Campaign. 

 A letter from Detachment 54 was received 

thanking us for our donation resulting from their 

Honor Guard participation in the memorial ser-

vice for Bill Culpeper 

 MCL National notified us that although on

-line development was delayed it is however 

working. 

Report of the Sick 

Bill Chirkis remains in Hospice and is hanging 

tough. 

Cary McGiffin has undergone surgery for cancer. 

Bob Cannon is to have cataract surgery. 

You all remain in our thoughts and are included 

in our prayers.   Semper Fi you guys! 

 
Report of Standing Committees 

 John Gluck: A shoot will be held Saturday 

Feb. 9 at 10:00. See the photos later in The Scuttle-

butt  

New Business: 

 Don Bostrom: Reported that he tried to 

contact Marines in the Domicile program at Bay 

Pines and is still trying to make contact thru the 

proper channels. 

Announcements: 

George Barr Commander of the VFW & Quarter-

master passed away this past month. A donation 

in his name to the Post.  

Meeting Adjourned 17:45 

 

Ben Polk receives his well deserved Meritorious Commen-

dation. Semper Fi Ben 
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Rose Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Top has arranged a Rose Sale. It will be 

held at the Northeast Publix (the old Albertsons) 

on Saturday and Sunday, February 23 and 24 

from 09:00 to approximately 16:00.  

 Let’s have a good turn out for this one. We 

can use all the help we can get. 

 

 

 

 

 There was a call for volunteers to provide 

gate security and hand out beer at the Clearwa-

ter Marathon on January at Coachman Park. 

 We had just enough Marines show up for 

the event and even recruited 2 possible new 

members for the Detachment and the cool morn-

ing did not quell the desire for beer by the finish-

ing racers. 

 Dianne knocked 5 minutes off her best 

half marathon time. Congratulations to the Hob-

bit. 

 

Because Freedom Isn’t Free !! 
http://www.supportourmarinesinc.or 

SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      

OUROUROUR      

MARINESMARINESMARINES 

PHOTOS FROM THE  

JANUARY SHOOT 

Do you have any idea what you’re shooting at? 

I haven’t hit a target all day. I’m pretty sure I can hit that 

post out there. 

It’s more fun to shoot at moving targets. We had one 

volunteer 
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Part 1 of a 2 Part story 

Continued from the December issue of The Scuttlebutt 

MARSOC team honored for breaking Tali-
ban ambush

 
Various coalition aircraft were operating in the 

area. Rose coordinated bomb strikes from jets 

and 30mm gun runs from a British Apache heli-

copter. 

The combined arms effect allowed the casevac 

helicopter to land at the commando casualty po-

sition without endangering the helicopter crew or 

causing undue stress on the casualty,” Rose’s 

summary states. “The overwhelming suppression 

… quieted the enemy force and allowed the 

friendly elements to regroup and redistribute 

much needed ammunition.” 

After the commando stepped on the IED, Rose 

was the first to respond, placing a tourniquet on 

the Afghan’s right leg. The captain halted his fel-

low Marines, and a post-blast analysis revealed 

that there was a daisy chain of additional IEDs 

nearby, military documents said. 

Shinost, a joint terminal attack controller and for-

mer scout sniper team leader, is credited with 

leaving a covered position about daybreak under 

heavy small-arms and sniper fire to direct close-

air support. He directed two 500-pound bomb 

drops on a nearby ridgeline, and then responded 

after observing other enemy fighters trying to re-

group. 

“Directing a flight of two F-15s, he controlled 

multiple gun runs with their 20mm rotary gun 

system, thus quieting the ridgeline and allowing 

his northernmost element to maneuver and rein-

force their fighting positions,” his summary 

states. “His efforts effectively quieted the enemy 

position, killing a confirmed eight fighters and 

wounding several others.” 

Day 2 

As the day wore on, insurgents made multiple 

attempts to retake the IED factory. The incessant 

skirmishes drained the Marines’ supplies. That 

night, Antonik took a group to set up ambush 

positions and wait for an air drop containing bad-

ly needed ammo, water and medical gear. When 

it arrived, the bundles fell into a canal. Everything 

was lost. 

Soutra volunteered to take men to another pla-

toon’s location to grab ammo and medical sup-

plies, coming back with about 25 percent of what 

was needed, his summary states. As the sun came 

up, Antonik got a bad vibe about their position 

and decided to move. The IED got him around 

6:40 a.m. as he led his men across a field. It 

caused a massive wound that stretched from his 

left knee to his ribcage and another deep cut on 

his right arm, the documents show. An Afghan 

commando was killed instantly in the blast. An-

other was badly wounded. 

Antonik radioed for help. 

Continued on the next page 

 

By Dan Lamothe and Andrew deGrandpré - Staff writers 

Posted : Tuesday Dec 4, 2012 7:27:06 EST 

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 

mailto:dlamothe@militarytimes.com?subject=Question%20from%20AirForceTimes.com%20reader
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MARSOC team honored for breaking Taliban 

ambush 

Continued from previous page 

Some 150 meters away, Soutra and Quill were 

pinned down by machine gun and mortar fire. As 

enemy fire swept in from two directions, the Af-

ghan commandos became disoriented, so they 

dropped to the ground and began spraying 

rounds in all directions. 

Soutra, who had joined the team just several 

months before it deployed from Camp Pendleton 

to Afghanistan, didn’t hesitate and “performed 

flawlessly,” Rose said. 

Using hand signals, he instructed the Afghans to 

focus their fire on a trench to their south. Then 

he and Quill dashed through the hail of enemy 

rounds to find Antonik and the Afghan casual-

ties. 

Rose, positioned in a nearby compound, heard 

the nightmare unfolding. He put Soutra in com-

mand of the team’s main element and the quickly 

deteriorating situation in the kill zone, organized 

a quick-reaction force and set out to find and de-

stroy the enemy position so a medical evacuation 

helicopter could land. 

When Quill reached Antonik, he dropped to the 

ground and shielded him from the enemy fire 

and worked frantically to stop the bleeding, pat-

ting the staff sergeant’s face to keep him con-

scious and calmly reassuring him. Soutra tended 

to the wounded Afghan by applying tourniquets, 

a move that saved the man from bleeding out, 

doctors later confirmed. Soutra’s dog, Posha, 

meanwhile, remained calmly by his side, attached 

to a short leash. 

Rose led Shinost and the QRF into a knee-deep 

canal and charged at the insurgents. As the cap-

tain fired his M4, the JTAC coordinated with 

nearby aircraft. Enemy fire ceased briefly, allow-

ing Soutra enough time to carry the commando 

to a ditch about 75 meters away. Quill managed 

to drag Antonik there, the documents show. 

Insurgents shifted focus to the QRF, whose mem-

bers were trying to put enough distance between 

them and the enemy that circling A-10 Thunder-

bolts could open up. Six men closed in on Rose, 

moving within 50 meters, his summary states. A 

bullet tore through his weapon sling. The captain 

killed two insurgents and wounded a third, caus-

ing the others to take cover. 

As Soutra fired on the enemy he relayed infor-

mation to Shinost, who called in the A-10s. By 

7:50 a.m., more than an hour after Antonik was 

hit, the ambush had begun to taper off. The 

Medevac helicopter came in, drawing a majority 

of the remaining enemy fire. Soutra and Quill 

helped move the casualties to the aircraft. The 

corpsman climbed on board the UH-60 Black-

hawk and joined Para rescue personnel in admin-

istering CPR on Antonik, who had stopped 

breathing. 

“He was the junior most team member,” Quill’s 

summary states, “but his actions were on par 

with those of a seasoned combat veteran. … Quill 

never gave up his fight to save a fellow Marine.” 

As the bird lifted off, Soutra regrouped the Af-

ghan commandos and moved them to a nearby 

compound. Then, in what officials describe as a 

“final measure of leadership,” the sergeant went 

back into the spot where Antonik had been hit 

and gathered all the gear that had been strewn 

about. 

He radioed his position to Rose. Everything — 

and everyone — was accounted for. 

Continued on the next page 

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 
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MARSOC team honored for breaking Taliban am-

bush 

Continued from previous page 

The award ceremony was bittersweet for the 

team, and the rest of Bravo Company and 1st 

MSOB, as they gathered to honor the heroics in a 

day where their thoughts also were on their fallen 

friends. 

“I would give it all back if he was here today,” 

Rose said of Antonik. They would have been fine 

without the ceremony, public recognition and ac-

colades from senior leaders, but they said they 

appreciate the honors and recognition for all that 

1st MSOB and MARSOC have done and continue 

to do. 

Still, Antonik, said Quill, “would have thought it 

was all pretty silly, to be honest.” 

Quill said he lost a close friend in Antonik, whom 

he called “the only Marine that I wanted to emu-

late. He was a mentor, he was a friend, and he was 

a true leader.” 

The heavy battle that day “was a day that I’ll nev-

er forget,” said a melancholy Soutra, 27, of 

Worcester, Mass. It fueled his desire to become a 

full-fledged operator, and he became a critical 

skills operator after his combat tour. “I thought, 

maybe it’ll be good to try to fill Chris Antonik’s 

shoes,” he said. 

Soutra’s thoughts went to the fallen men and the 

memory of Posha, the close companion who was 

his brother-in-arms through more than four years 

working together and a previous combat tour in 

Iraq. “He helped me through that whole deploy-

ment, watching my back,” he said. 

Posha later was diagnosed with cancer, he said, 

and the dog was put down. “He was a very good 

friend, a great companion.” 

Staff writer Gidget Fuentes contributed to this 
report. 

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus awarded three Ma-

rines and a corpsman with the nation's second and 

third highest awards for combat valor during a ceremo-

ny Dec. 3 aboard Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 

Calif. Sgt. William B. Soutra was awarded the Navy 

Cross, and Maj. James T. Rose, Staff Sgt. Frankie J. Shi-

nost and Petty Officer 1st Class Patrick B. Quill were 

awarded the Silver Star for conspicuous gallantry and 

intrepidity against the enemy while engaged in combat 

missions in Helmand province, Afghanistan, nearly two 

years ago.  

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 

mailto:gfuentes@militarytimes.com?subject=Question%20from%20AirForceTimes.com%20reader
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RULES OF THE COIN CHECK FOR 

ALL MARINES 

INITIATING A COIN CHECK. Producing a unit 

coin, either intentionally or unintentionally, in 

plain sight of other unit members constitutes a 

coin check. Removing a coin from it’s place of 

storage and tapping it on a table, bar, mug, bottle 

or other suitable area also constitutes a coin 

check. A coin resting, even if in plain sight, does 

not constitute a coin check (e.g. on a nightstand 

in a hotel room or in a pile of change on the coin 

owners cot during field conditions). Fake coin 

checks are allowed. Slapping a metal object down 

on the table in the hopes of getting someone to 

actually pull out a unit coin is allowed. 

RULES OF A COIN CHECK. Once a coin check 

has been initiated, all coin carrying members (to 

include those of other units) must immediately 

produce their coin. Coins must be on your per-

son or in arm’s reach. If everyone within earshot 

of the coin check produces a unit coin, then the 

coin check initiator will purchase the beverage of 

choice for all coin carrying personnel. If anyone 

who has been issued a coin cannot produce said 

unit coin, then said individual(s) will purchase 

the beverage of choice for all coin carrying per-

sonnel. Payment will be immediate. IOU’s will be 

issued in the event a coin check occurs away from 

a drinking establishment. Insufficient funds are 

not an excuse. Beg, borrow or find an ATM. 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY. Individuals will not be lia-

ble for purchasing more than one beverage per 

person per calendar day. 

LOST COIN. Individuals can declare “lost coin” in 

the event they lose their coin, or leave their coin 

at home during temporary additional duty. The 

member declaring “lost coin” will purchase one 

beverage of choice for every member of the de-

ployment and will not be liable for any further 

coin checks until returning to his home duty sta-

tion. 

CARRYING THE  COIN. Coins will not be at-

tached to chains, lanyards etc., and will not be 

defaced by drilling holes in them. 

DISPUTES. Disputes will be settled by the rank-

ing member present. If the ranking member pre-

sent is involved in the dispute, the next ranking 

member will settle the dispute. The ranking 

member’s decision is final. There will be no quib-

bling. If quibbling occurs, the ranking member 

may waive the double jeopardy rule and said 

quibbler will purchase two beverages for each 

coin carrying member as punishment for quib-

bling. 

 

 

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 
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The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 

This photo was submitted by Mike Cashman and was taken recently by a friend 

of his. Mike recognized the place immediately. Can you identify this place? 

January’s cool picture of the month 
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Our Sponsors 

BECOME A DETACHMENT 57 SPONSOR 
Business Card Size ad: $25 

Half Page Size ad: $50  

All ads will run for one year, 12 issues of “SCUTTLEBUTT” 

“SCUTTLEBUTT” is sent by email monthly to 50 members and                                      

via U.S Mail to 10 members. 

It is also posted to the Detachment 57 web site stpetemcl.org 

The Scuttlebutt, January 2013 


