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Next MeetingNext Meeting  
Thursday, July 11, 2013 

At 19:00 
VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 

Next ServiceNext Service  
Tuesday, Aug 6, 2013 at 13:00 

Bay Pines National Cemetery 

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery 

There are Services held on the first Tuesday of 

each month for Vets with no family.  The time is 

15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and 

black trousers.  As always your presence is ap-

preciated.  

 

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made 

by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345 

a couple of hours or more before the meeting 

and we’ll get you there. 

but let us not forget. 

6708 American Service Personnel who made the ultimate 

sacrifice in Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan 

“May They Rest in Peace” 

TAPS 

If you need a ride we’ll borrow the car from Top and 

pick you up. 

 There were no announcements of the passing of Marines 

this month from 

The Department of Florida 

Marine Corps League 

“The Detachment 57 meeting is over there. Just 

follow all the beautiful women.” 
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Third Generation Marine has connection 

with Detachment 57. 

This article is provided courtesy of PFC William 

B. Polk II, USMC 

Ben Polk is an honored member of  MCL Detach-

ment 57 

Family Tradition 

On 10 May 2013, PFC William B. Polk II graduated 

from MCRD San Diego as a third generation Ma-

rine.  Among the family and friends attending 

graduation were his father, Major Morgan M. 

Polk (USMC Ret.), grandfather, William “Ben” 

Polk (Sgt- 1948), and Major Herbert “Fritz” Wer-

ner (USMC Ret.) - all of whom were MCRD San 

Diego graduates.   Because of his family legacy, 

PFC Polk, who was recruited in Tampa, Florida 

was given the opportunity to become a Marine at 

MCRD San Diego. 

Morgan Polk graduated from MCRD San Diego in 

1982, became an Intelligence Specialist, with a 

subsequent successful tour as an NCOIC in RS 

Dallas.  Selected to become an Intelligence Officer 

under the Marine Enlisted Commissioning Edu-

cation Program (MECEP) he was commissioned 

in 1990 and retired in 2002. He continues service 

as a special consultant at US Special Operations 

Command in Tampa. 

In 1948 Ben Polk finished recruit training in San 

Diego and served an admin tour on the Depot.  

He then was re-designated as a Military Police-

man and assigned to Adak, Alaska.  After leaving 

the Corps the senior Polk served over a decade in 

the Illinois General Assembly. On retirement he 

became a Political Science professor at Edison 

College in Ft Myers, Florida.  He currently volun-

teers his time to numerous community service 

organizations when he is not assaulting the 

beaches from his Corvette convertible in St Pe-

tersburg, Florida. 

Also enlisting in 1948, Fritz Werner met Ben Polk 

in receiving barracks and they have been like fam-

ily ever since.  Fritz fondly recalls his emancipa-

tion from Boys’ Town in Omaha, Nebraska to find 

a new home in the Marine Corps.  Werner served 

in Korea and Viet Nam, earning Silver and Bronze 

Stars, as well as three Purple Hearts.  During his 

37 years in the Corps he was stationed at both 

Recruit Depots and was the longest sitting Direc-

tor of Drill Instructor School in San Diego.  Wer-

ner also had a full career in the California Cor-

rectional system and as a professional boxing ref-

eree and judge. 

The Polk’s hope to continue the family legacy and 

wish PFC Polk the best as he attends SOI-West 

Infantry Training Battalion and the Basic Recon-

naissance Course in the coming weeks.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morgan Polk, Herbert “Fritz” Werner, PFC William Polk, 

Ben Polk 
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Tricked-out SUV makes wounded warrior 
feel the love 
By Matt McKinney, Times Staff Writer 

Tuesday, June 25, 2013 11:07am 

LARGO 

Marine Lance Cpl. Mike DeLancey's platoon was 

in an open field surrounded by palm trees in Iraq 

when the RPG fire began. 

It was 2006 and the lifelong Pinellas Park resident 

was just one week away from the end of his sec-

ond tour of duty. 

Sgt. Mike Guynes, DeLancey's friend and platoon 

mate since 2004, heard someone say, "DeLancey's 

been hit." 

"So I took off and started running toward him," 

said Guynes, now 28. 

DeLancey had been shot by an enemy sniper. The 

bullet entered his shoulder, pierced his seventh 

vertebrae and eventually lodged in his lung. 

"I turned him over and his big blue eyes were just 

staring at me," Guynes said. "I was yelling at him, 

'You better not move. Stay with us. You better not 

go nowhere.' " 

The former Pinellas Park High football player 

died twice on the helicopter but was revived. He 

was flown to a German hospital and later to the 

Walter Reed Military Medical Center in Bethesda, 

Md., where he was placed in a medically induced 

coma for three months. Confined to a wheelchair, 

he's still undergoing rehab today. 

On Tuesday, more than 200 veterans and guests 

were on hand when DeLancey and Guynes met 

again for the first time in seven years. Guynes, 

who was also wounded and was medically dis-

charged from the Marines in 2012, was a surprise 

visitor to help present DeLancey, 28, with the car 

of his dreams. 

Clearwater-based BraunAbility, a manufacturer 

of mobility products, and the car-remodeling 

company West Coast Customs, best known for 

the now-defunct MTV show Pimp My Ride, 

teamed up to customize a 2013 Ford Explorer for 

DeLancey. 

Most wheelchair-accessible vehicles are vans, but 

the camouflage-painted SUV that DeLancey re-

ceived opens from the side and its automatic 

wheelchair lift places the driver directly behind 

the wheel. The SUV also has amped-up speakers 

and a 42-inch TV in the back. 

DeLancey got to try out the vehicle while Guynes 

and the crowd at Custom Mobility in Largo 

watched. 

"(Guynes) and I became real close throughout the 

whole deployment, training together, getting 

pushed to failure together," DeLancey said. "So 

when I saw him today, that was a pretty special 

moment." 

For Guynes, the reunion meant closure. 

Continued on next page 

 

Michael Guynes, left, surprised DeLancey, his friend and former 

Marine platoon mate, at the SUV’s unveiling. Guynes helped save 

DeLancey in Iraq. JIM DAMASKE | Times  



5 

 

Volume: 5, Issue: 6 Date: June 2013 The Scuttlebutt 

Tricked-out SUV makes wounded warrior 
feel the love 
Continued from the previous page 

"This ultimately helps bring things full circle for 

me. And that's important," he said. 

DeLancey, now a business student at St. Peters-

burg College, said he was surprised by the SUV's 

accessibility. 

"I was having concerns about getting behind the 

wheel at first. But when I tried it out, my wheel-

chair wasn't budging an inch. I was amazed," he 

said. 

The festivities didn't end with the reunion and 

SUV presentation. DeLancey also threw out the 

opening pitch Tuesday night at the Tampa Bay 

Rays game. 

"This is incredible — the car, the amount of peo-

ple who showed up today," DeLancey said. "It's 

good to feel loved like this." 

Matt McKinney can be reached at (727) 445-

4156 or mmckinney@tampabay.com. 

 

 

Additional info from Top 

This is what we are suppose  to be all 
about.  Marines Helping Marines. This presenta-
tion was made from the Department Injured 
Warriors Fund of Florida (IWFF). 
 
Members IWFF-- our fund presented L.Cpl. mike 
DeLancey with a check in the amount of $2,000 
6/24/13 at  a special ceremony where he received 
a customized vehicle from Braun - Mobility Co. 
The ceremony was attended by about  300 ,and 
included press reps.  
  

IWFF 
Mission Statement: 

"The Injured Warriors Fund of Florida, LLC. is a 
not for profit organization created to provide fi-
nancial aid and assistance to all severally wound-
ed service personnel and their families." 

 

Mike DeLancey of Pinellas Park, a former Marine, gets behind the 

wheel of his new Ford Explorer as West Coast Customs owner 

Ryan Friedlinghaus explains customizations. Clearwater’s BraunA-

bility and West Coast Customs designed the SUV. JIM DAMASKE | 

Times  

John Piazza, Chairman of the Injured Warriors Fund of FL and Ron 

Ashley, a member of the IWFF committee presented a donation of 

$2000.00 on behalf of the Dept. of Florida Marine Corps 

League's  "INJURED WARRIOR FUND" to a Mike DeLancey  who 

was wounded in Iraq. The presentation took place on June 25, 2013 

in Largo, Florida.    
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ENTERTAINMENT! 

Saturday, July 13 

11:00 am until…. 

Antelope Club 

 

Walt Smyth is in charge. 

Contact him at 

walt6b34@aol.com 

 

FO
O

D
! 

None of these pictures represent anything you will actually experience at 

the picnic. We figure you once believed a Marine Recruiter so you’ll believe 

just about anything else. 

We thank John Gluck for arranging the site 

of our festivities 

GAMES! 
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The straight scoop from “Top”The straight scoop from “Top”The straight scoop from “Top”   

...an occasional feature for the 

Editor to share random items 

with the Detachment 

 

 

 

 

 This is my first Commandant’s Corner 

submission. I found it strange sitting in the cen-

ter of the head table rather than on the left as I’ve 

done for the last four years. Prior to the meeting I 

put my thoughts in order and provided agenda 

items to the Adj.  

 After calling the meeting to order things 

seemed to fall in place. I received some great in-

put from the membership, established some pro-

jects for the Detachment to become involved 

with and in general was pleased with the way my 

start as Commandant went. This I attribute to 

the participation and involvement of our mem-

bership rather than my skill as a chairman.  

 My primary duties, as I see them, is to de-

velop projects that we can become involved with 

within the community. Two have already begun, 

as was established at the last meeting, in the form 

of a scholarship in the name of our late members 

Wally Swartz and the potential involvement with 

the Boy Scouts Eagle Scout program. This seems 

like a good beginning to me. 

 I would like the members to keep in mind 

that any thought or ideas they may have for pro-

jects or involvement for the Detachment would 

be welcomed and I would encourage you to bring 

them to my attention. 

 I’m honored that you put your trust and 

confidence in me and I will do all I can to contin-

ue to make our Detachment the best in the state.   

 

Semper Fi, 

Top  

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Wally 

It’s been a year since I began doing the newsletter 

for the Detachment. It has taken a while but I 

think I’ve got this thing where most like it. There 

has been much positive feedback and I thank all 

for that. 

I often go back and read previous issues and I’m 

always reminded of the Marine who started it all, 

Wally Swartz.  

In the first issue of The Scuttlebutt  Wally offered 

some New Year’s resolutions. I know it’s July so go 

ahead and think of them as 4th of July Resolu-

tions. 

1. Make every effort to make the meetings. 

2. Volunteer for at least one of the programs to 

help out our detachment and your fellow Ma-

rines. 

3. Recruit others who have served in the Corps 

to join us. 

4. Always, but always Honor God, Country, Flag, 

Family and your fellow Marines. 

Thanks Wally. 

Semper Fi! 

Coop 
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A Story from Phil Calhoun 

This answers a question that has baffled every 

Marine that entered the Corps after the start of 

WWII. Straight scoop from a retired 1st Sgt. that 

lives on Oki. 

 SEMPER FI  

The Marines in China before WW II were issued 

candy (Baby Ruth's, Tootsie Rolls, etc.) as part of 

their ration supplements. At the time, sugar and 

other assorted sweets were rare commodities in 

China and much in demand by the Chinese, so 

the troops found the candy useful for barter in 

town.  

 

The Chinese word for prostitute, roughly trans-

lated, is "pogey". Thus, candy became "Pogey 

Bait". 

The Editorial staff of The Scuttlebutt has not 

been able to check the accuracy of this story. But 

hey, it was told by a retired Marine 1st Sgt. and 

we all know that Marine 1st Sergeants never lie. 

 

 

“Sea Stories” 

A New feature in the Scuttlebutt 

Hopefully this can be a monthly thing. One mem-

ber submits a photo of himself when he was a 

younger and active duty Marine.  The following 

month that marine gets to tell a Sea Story for the 

newsletter. Everybody else gets to guess who’s in 

the picture. 

So can anybody identify this well turned out Ma-

rine? There is no prize for guessing correctly but 

all who guess incorrectly have to buy a beer for 

this Marine. 

So standby because you could be next month’s 

selection. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

General Order 6 

To receive, obey and pass on to the sentry who 

relieves me all orders from the commanding 

officer, officer of the day, and officers and non-

commissioned officers of the guard only. 
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URGENT COMMUNICATION for Department 

wide distribution 
  

The National Convention convene Aug 3 thru 10 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Your Department of 

Florida is one of the largest Departments in the 

National organization.  As large as the Depart-

ment is our voting strength is only as large as the 

registered delegates .  Each Detachment is urged 

to register the number of delegates entitled (1 for 

every 15 [or portion thereof] voting members). 

Note voting members are regular members; asso-

ciate members are not counted for voting 

strength. 

  

In addition to the registration of delegates the 

individual members and their Detachments 

should take a few minutes to review the proposed 

National by-law amendments.  They are posted 

on the Department web site www.mclfl.org. 

Members let your Detachment Commandants 

know how you want to vote on these proposed 

changes.  Commandants communicate your 

memberships desire to Commandant Calleja and 

Adjutant La Mont.  Whenever a roll-call of De-

partments is used for a vote your collective vote 

will then be cast. 

  

Do not delay in registering your delegates as the 

deadline is only a few days away.  Remember a 

registered delegate need not be present to be 

considered in the Department's voting strength 

merely registered. 

http://www.mclfl.org
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Who in the world was Kilroy? 

Article provided by Walt Smyth 

He is engraved in stone in the National War Me-

morial in Washington, DC- back in a small alcove 

where very few people have seen it. For the WWII 

generation, this will bring back memories. For 

you younger folks, it's a bit of trivia that is a part 

of our American history. 

 

Anyone born in 1913 to about 1950, is familiar 

with Kilroy. No one knew why he was so well 

known- but everybody got into it, I even remem-

ber seeing him around public places in the late 

60s… 

In 1946 the American Transit Association, 

through its radio program, "Speak to America ," 

sponsored a nationwide contest to find the real 

Kilroy, offering a prize of a real trolley car to the 

person who could prove himself to be the genu-

ine article. Almost 40 men stepped forward to 

make that claim, but only James Kilroy from Hali-

fax, Massachusetts, had evidence of his identity. 

 
'Kilroy' was a 46-year old shipyard worker during 

the war who worked as a checker at the Fore Riv-

er Shipyard in Quincy. His job was to go around 

and check on the number of rivets completed. 

Riveters were on piecework and got paid by the 

rivet. He would count a block of rivets and put a 

check mark in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the 

rivets wouldn't be counted twice. When Kilroy 

went off duty, the riveters would erase the mark.  

Later on, an off-shift inspector would come 

through and count the rivets a second time, re-

sulting in double pay for the riveters. 

One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office. 

The foreman was upset about all the wages being 

paid to riveters, and asked him to investigate. It 

was then he realized what had been going on. 

The tight spaces he had to crawl in to check the 

rivets didn't lend themselves to lugging around a 

paint can and brush, so Kilroy decided to stick 

with the waxy chalk. He continued to put his 

check mark on each job he inspected, but added 

'KILROY WAS HERE' in king-sized letters next to 

the check, and eventually added the sketch of the 

chap with the long nose peering over the fence 

and that became part of the Kilroy message. 

Continued on the next page 
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Who in the world was Kilroy? 

Continued from the previous page 

Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to 

wipe away his marks. Ordinarily the rivets and 

chalk marks would have been covered up with 

paint. With the war on, however, ships were leav-

ing the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time 

to paint them. As a result, Kilroy's inspection 

"trademark" was seen by thousands of service-

men who boarded the troopships the yard pro-

duced. 

His message apparently rang a bell with the ser-

vicemen, because they picked it up and spread it 

all over Europe and the South Pacific. 

Before war's end, "Kilroy" had been here, there, 

and everywhere on the long hauls to Berlin and 

Tokyo. To the troops outbound in those ships, 

however, he was a complete mystery; all they 

knew for sure was that someone named Kilroy 

had "been there first." As a joke, U.S. servicemen 

began placing the graffiti wherever they landed, 

claiming it was already there when they arrived. 

 

Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always 

"already been" wherever GIs went. It became a 

challenge to place the logo in the most unlikely 

places imaginable (it is said to be atop Mt. Ever-

est, the Statue of Liberty, the underside of the 

Arc de Triomphe, and even scrawled in the dust 

on the moon. 

 

As the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater 

demolition teams routinely sneaked ashore on 

Japanese-held islands in the Pacific to map the 

terrain for coming invasions by U.S. troops (and 

thus, presumably, were the first GI's there). On 

one occasion, however, they reported seeing ene-

my troops painting over the Kilroy logo! 

 

In 1945, an outhouse was built for the exclusive 

use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at the Pots-

dam conference. Its' first occupant was Stalin, 

who emerged and asked his aide  

(in Russian), "Who is Kilroy?" 

 

To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kil-

roy brought along officials from the shipyard and 

some of the riveters. He won the trolley car, 

which he gave to his nine children as a Christmas 

gift and set it up as a playhouse in the Kilroy yard 

in Halifax, Massachusetts. 

And the tradition continues… 

Editor’s note: This is just one of many versions on 

the origins of Kilroy. 
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Our Sponsors 
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