
1 

The monthly News Letter of 
Marine Corps League 

Major B.F. Hickey Detachment #57 
PO Box 15503, St. Petersburg, FL 33773 

www.stpeteMCL.org 

Volume: 4 Issue: 9 December, 2012 

Commandant   
Phil Calhoun 
(727) 744-9345 
evyphil@verizon.net 

Sr. Vice Commandant 
Don “Top” Flick 
(727) 410-6682 
top1@tampabay.rr.com 

Adjutant/Paymaster  
C.J. Oudendyk 
(727) 804-9174 
cjtoot@tampabay.rr.com 

Judge Advocate  
Phil Kimmel 
(727) 547-1832 

pkimmel1@tampabay.rr.com 

Sgt. at Arms 
Mike Garafalo 
(727) 527-2309 
GARAFALOM@pcsb.org 

Chaplin  
Joe Kelly 
(727) 656-6899 

marinecorps.joekelly@gmail.com 

Detachment Officers In this month’s issue of The Scuttlebutt 

 Meeting notice and Taps   2 

 Report on December’s meeting  3 

 Commandant’s Corner   5 

 New direction for S.O.M.   5 

 Toys for Tots report   6 

 MARSOC team honored for breaking 
 Taliban ambush (Part 1)   8 

 Stolen Valor Law 2.0 Passes in Senate 11 

 Daytona 500 Vet’s Discount  13 

 Our Sponsors    14 

 
The Scuttlebutt is edited by 

George Cooper 
cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 

Jr. Vice Commandant  
Walt Smyth 
(727) 542-6231 
WALT6b34@aol.com 

Keep alive the spirit of The Corps 

Marine Corps LeagueMarine Corps LeagueMarine Corps League   
Join today1Join today1Join today1 

Contact any detachment Officer or 
attend the next meeting 



2 

Next MeetingNext MeetingNext Meeting   
Thursday, January 10, 2013 

At 19:00 
VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made 

by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345 

a couple of hours or more before the meeting 

and we’ll get you there. 

William G Culpepper , Major B.F. Hickey Det #57, 14-Oct-12 

Frank M. Schmidt, L/Cpl Justin J Wilson Det #1045  

21-Nov-12 

Leroy Smith,  Marathon Devil Dogs Det. #1216, 11-Nov-12 

Leo W. Malecha,  Charlotte County Det. #756, 01-Dec-12 

John B. Skjefte,  Citrus Det. #819, 16-Jan-12 

James P. Coulon,  Citrus Det. #819, 23-Jul-12 

Carl Knudsen,  Citrus Det. #819, 15-Sep-12 

Fred Lightell,  Citrus Det. #819, 18-Sep-12 

And 

2114 American Service Personnel including 412 U.S. Marines 
who made the ultimate sacrifice in Operation Enduring 

Freedom in Afghanistan 

May They Rest in Peace” 

TAPS 
It is with regret that 
the Department an-

nounces the Death of 
Marines.  

The Department of 
Florida 

Marine Corps League 

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery 

There are Services held on the first Tuesday of 

each month for Vets with no family.  The time is 

15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and 

black trousers.  As always your presence is ap-

preciated.  

You can come peacefully to the next meeting or some of 

my friends will come and get you. Can you say “search 

and destroy”? 

Next ServiceNext ServiceNext Service   
Tuesday, January 10, 2013 at 13:00 

Bay Pines National Cemetery 

You can get a ride to the meeting and maybe get to blow 

up stuff along the way. Don’t you love the smell of cord-

ite? 

The Scuttlebutt, December 



3 

Report on the December Meeting 

Officers present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards 

 Meritorious Commendations were pre-

sented to Marines of the Detachment for their 

long time attendance and participation in the 

monthly services at Bay Pines National Cemetery. 

This is one of the ongoing activities that Detach-

ment 57 is committed to support. 

 Congratulations and well deserved recog-

nition are extended to Mike Cashman 

 

 

 

Application for membership: 

 Dick Gifford was introduced as a new ap-

plicant.  Welcome aboard Dick. 

 

 The detachment approved by vote to pay 

the Marine Corps League membership dues for 

the sons and daughters of Detachment members. 

Minutes of Previous meeting: 

 Waived 

 
Correspondence: 

 The Paws for Patriots folks sent a copy of 

their annual report. It was made available for 

those with interest in reading further details. 

  

Report of the Sick 

 Bill Chirkis.  Millie reported that things 

are getting rough. She also reported that Bill had 

received a personal letter from Secretary of De-

fense Leon Panetta thanking Bill for his service in 

Korea 

 Carey McGiffin.  Carey is under going 

Chemo but he is at home. 

 

Semper Fi you guys! 
 

Report of Officers: 

Commandant, 

 Phil Calhoun: Informed the Detachment 

that Toys for Tots would be needing volunteers 

for distribution Day, Dec. 15. The location is at 

the Staples warehouse on US 19. Contact Phil for 

times and directions. 

 

Jr. Vice Commandant 

 Walt Smyth: Gave a report on the Tampa 

Bay Lightning Community Heroes Program. It 

distributes funds to those who locally engage in 

charitable efforts. Walt will find out the require-

ments for a eligibility so that we may nominate 

Dianne for an award. 

 

Continued on next page 

Commandant 

Sr. Vice 

Jr. Vice 

Judge Adv. 

Adjutant/Paym 

Chaplin 

Sgt. at Arms 

Phil Calhoun 

Don “Top” Flick 

Walt Smyth  

Phil Kimmel 

C.J. Oudendyk 

Bill Kelly 

Mike Garafalo 

Mike Cashman receives his well deserved Com-

mendation from The Commandant 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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Report on the December Meeting 

Continued from previous page 

Report of Standing Committee: 

 Phil Kimmel:  Discussed the Scholarship 

program and the surprise Veteran’s Day honors 

ceremony  at St. Pete College. 

 

 Penny Weston  Gave an informative talk 

on what is was like to be at The National Con-

vention. 

 

New Business: 
 Dianne spoke of the new direction to be 

taken by Support Our Marines.  Read more 

about that in the S.O.M. section of The Scuttle-

butt. 

 

Unfinished Business: 
 5 Marines were sworn in as members of 

Detachment 57. 

 

 

Meeting Adjourned, 19:45 

 
 

Roses for Scholars 
Detachment 57 Officers honored at Veteran’s day 
Ceremony 
 

On Nov. 4, 2012 Adjutant C.J. Oudendyk and 

Judge Advocate Phil Kimmel of Marine Corps 

League Major B.F. Hickey Detachment 57 

thought they were going to present a scholarship. 

To their surprise they were honored as part of 

the Veteran’s Appreciation ceremony at St. Pete 

College. Heading the activities was Dr. William 

Law, President of St Pete College.by Dr. Law. 

 

C.J and Phil were there to present a $1000 schol-

arship to Marines who are advancing their educa-

tions. The scholarships are awarded in partner-

ship with the Dollars For Scholars Thrift Store 

and the store manager Michelle Piccione.  

 

The funds of were raised through the by Detach-

ment 57 Marine Rose Program and the generosi-

ty of the people of Saint Petersburg. To date the 

scholarship program has raised in excess of 

$4500.00 all of which has been awarded to Ma-

rines advancing their education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left to Right) Dick Gifford, Bob Decker,     

George Cooper, Don Denman and Penny Wes-

ton are sworn in as Members of Detachment  

57. 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 

Rose Program 
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Another year is about to go in the books. It is 

time to reflect all that has happened over the last 

12 months. Our Detachment has had its share of 

both good and bad times. It would be great if 

there were no bad times, but life just doesn't 

work that way. 

On the down side, we lost two great men. Name-

ly, Wally Swartz and Bill Culpepper.  They were 

both there to take on whatever job we gave 

them. Another of our members is fighting a 

tough battle with cancer and another has been 

placed in a nursing home. May God bless and 

look after Carey McGiffin and Bill Chirkis. 

On the up side, our Rose Program was a success. 

Thru it we have been able to fund many things: 

Scholarships to St. Pete College, donations to 

Paws for Patriots, MCL Scholarships, Toys 4 

Tots, and of course our own in house program, 

Support Our Marines. 

Also, on the plus side of the ledger, have been 

good time events, in no particular order, beer 

runs, spring  picnic, and the Marine Corps Ball 

to cap off the year. 

Thanks to you who stepped up to fill the shoes 

of those who have left us. I am sure that you are 

up to the task. 

One last monumental task is before you. What 

do we get the Commandant for Christmas?

  

Semper Fi 

Phil Calhoun 

Commandant of Det. 57  

The straight scoop from Phil 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 

Because Freedom Isn’t Free !! 
http://www.supportourmarinesinc.or 

SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      

OUROUROUR      

MARINESMARINESMARINES 

New Direction for S.O.M. 
 Dianne unveiled plans to take S.O.M. in a 

new direction. The Marines she has been sup-

porting are no longer going to be in remote bases   

so her support efforts will not be quite as critical. 

 Having been touched by the high rate of 

suicides among returning veterans she has decid-

ed to redirect her efforts to help those who suffer 

from PTSD and severe head injuries. 

 S.O.M. has sent over 6,600 packages to 

Marines serving in remote areas. We know Di-

anne has the stuff to make a success of her new 

mission. 

Details will become available as the program de-

velops. 

Semper Fidelis! 
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Toys for Tots 2012  

To: 
Marine Corps League  

Morris F Dixon, Detachment 54  
Largo, FL 

& 
Pinellas County Coordinator 

Mike and Katie Waugh 
 

From: 
Marine Corps League  

Major B.F. Hickey, Detachment 57  
St. Petersburg, FL 

 
For taking the point for the 2012 Pinellas County 

Toys for Tots Campaign, your leadership and tire-
less efforts, Well done! 

 Semper Fidelis! 
 

Back on Sep. 23 when the  meeting to Kick off the 
planning for this year’s Toys for Tots Campaign 
took place, Christmas seemed a long way off. 
With all of the events that were eventually sched-
uled the time flew by as there seemed to be 
something on deck every weekend. 

Boat Shows, Car Shows,  a Rock n Roll revival 
benefit show, tending clients, picking up and bag-
ging toys, Letter Carriers Day at the post offices 
along with a massive sorting, setup and distribu-
tion process were all for the single purpose of 
seeing to it that no child goes without a new toy 
on Christmas morning.   

Detachment 57 Marines once again stepped up. 
We had Marines at the Truck Stuffing on opening 
day, The Zip Code coverage saw our guys at the 
initial assignment with more filling in as the need 
arose. 

Carrying extra large coffees we made it to Letter 
Carriers Day covering Post Offices  around Pinel-
las County: North Side, Euclid, Seminole, South 
Gulf Beach and Crosswinds. As we all now know 

the collections were drastically down from previ-
ous years. 

Toys were coming in organizations that we did 
not have listed. I received a call from a friend who 
is the Cub Master of Pack 263 saying that the 
Pack had collected several toys and wished to do-
nate them. I spent a very pleasant evening at the 
Pack meeting, gratefully received the toys and a 
chance to speak to the Cubs and answer ques-
tions about Toys for Tots. 

As late as Dec 20 I was receiving calls from vari-
ous places asking me if I could pick up some toys 
that had just come in. This was the case for sev-
eral marines who I had spoken. I’m told it never 
really stops. 

Staples allowed us to use some warehouse space 
for sorting and distribution and anyone who had 
a chance to go by there was duly impressed. The 
job those folks did was beyond admirable. It was 
the result of tireless effort by a group of selfless 
people. 

Continued on next page 

 

This fine looking group is The Webelos Den of Cub Scout 

Pack 263 with Marine Corps League member George 

Cooper. One Marine vs. 50 Cub Scouts, if the marine 

does not have close air support put your money on the 

Cub Scouts.  These Cubs are only a few who collected 

and donated toys. Well Done! 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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Don Bostrom 

Bob Decker 

Mike Garafalo 

Ben Polk 

Mike Cashman 

C.J. Oudendyk 

Bob Morris 

Phil Kimmel 

Bob Oliver 

Don Denman 

George Cooper 

Toys for Tots 2012  

Continued from previous page 

The events were many but Detachment Marines 
stepped up and provided their support. A com-
plete roster was not kept but her are the names 
of Detachment Marines who volunteered at Toys 
for Tots events. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 

Cathy is the very nice lady who seemed happily adrift 

in a sea of books. She got to sort them all out. 

….for the little ones 

Monopoly anyone? Or Battleship? Or Yahtzee? Or 

Ants in the Pants? Arts and Crafts 

Ready to greet our guests.  

Two unidentified beauties. 
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Part 1 of a 2 Part story 

MARSOC team honored for breaking Tali-
ban ambush

 
 

Marine special operators were low on am-
munition and pushing through a dangerous 
section of Afghanistan’s Helmand province 
when insurgents triggered an explosion that 
mortally wounded a staff sergeant and 
kicked off an ambush and a fierce, harrow-
ing two-day battle with Taliban forces. 

On Monday, the Navy Department’s top ci-
vilian leader awarded some of the military’s 
top valor awards to four members of Marine 
Corps Forces Special Operations Command 
who responded to that deadly July 11, 2010, 
attack in Nahr-e Saraj district. Recognized 
were Sgt. William Soutra, Maj. James Rose, 
Staff Sgt. Frankie Shinost and Hospital 
Corpsman 2nd Class Patrick Quill. 

Soutra, a dog handler at the time, is just the 
second Marine in MARSOC’s six-year histo-
ry to receive the Navy Cross, the nation’s 
second-highest combat award. Rose, Shinost 
and Quill received Silver Stars, giving MAR-
SOC a total of 15. 

The Marines and corpsman were deployed 
with 1st Marine Special Operations Battalion 
from Camp Pendleton, Calif. They worked 
together as part of Marine Special Opera-
tions Team 8123, Marine Special Operations 
Company B, according to award citations 
and detailed summaries of their actions re-
leased by MARSOC. 

Staff Sgt. Christopher Antonik, who led one 
of the elements involved in the operation, 
died from wounds suffered in the explosion 
that set off the ambush. He was awarded a 
Bronze Star with V device posthumously for 
his actions in Nahr-e Saraj, a Marine official 
said. At least one other Marine, Staff Sgt. 
Bradley Harless, is expected to receive a 
Bronze Star with V for his heroism during 
the operation. 

Rose, a captain at the time of the 2010 ac-
tions, has since been promoted to major, 
while Soutra became a full-fledged MAR-
SOC critical skills operator last year after 
returning from Afghanistan, according to 
biographies released by the Corps. 

Maj. Gen. Mark Clark, the MARSOC com-
mander, hailed the “great heroism, extraordi-
nary bravery and conspicuous gallantry” of 
the four men, each of whom held a unique 
role in the spec-ops team: Team leader, joint 
terminal attack controller, dog handler and 
corpsman. “They form a formidable team,” 
Clark told a crowd of several hundred Ma-
rines, sailors and other military personnel 
who were joined by families and friends of 
the awardees. “Each had an important role 
that their teammates relied upon, and many 
times, their lives depended upon it.” 

Continued on next page 

By Dan Lamothe and Andrew deGrandpré - Staff writers 
Posted : Tuesday Dec 4, 2012 7:27:06 EST 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 

mailto:dlamothe@militarytimes.com?subject=Question%20from%20AirForceTimes.com%20reader
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MARSOC team honored for breaking Taliban am-
bush 

Continued from previous page 

They carried out a critical mission in a hotly 
contested area where the team faced ex-
treme dangers. “They did it without hesita-
tion, they did it for the mission, and for 
each other,” he said. 

Monday’s awards ceremony was held on a 
misty morning outside 1st MSOB’s head-
quarters overlooking the Pacific at Camp 
Pendleton. Clark and Navy Secretary Ray 
Mabus presented Soutra with the Navy 
Cross, and then pinned the Silver Star med-
als on Rose, Shinost and Quill. 

For MARSOC, the award ceremony was un-
usually public. A half-dozen news organiza-
tions attended the event, and the identities 
of the four were not kept secret. Mabus ex-
plained to the crowd the importance of 
sharing the heroism and mission successes 
of MARSOC and the military’s spec-ops 
community. 

“The job of our special operations forces ... 
includes actions and events that most of us 
not a member of this community cannot 
even imagine,” he said. “The missions are 
oftentimes classified, and while in some re-
ally rare cases their actions make the news, 
most of the time what they do, and their 
stories, are known only to each other and to 
their leadership and are never repeated in 
public.” 

Mabus spoke poignantly about the actions 
of the four and their teammates in that two-
day fight. Despite the intense fighting, dur-
ing which the team lost a team leader, he 
said, they “fulfilled the most sacred role: 

That of never leaving a Marine behind.” He 
recognized and honored the family of Anto-
nik, “who gave his last full measure of devo-
tion for his service of his country.” 

The attack occurred during a mission 
known as Operation Highwaymen II. It in-
volved MSOT 8123, commanded by Rose, 
and about 90 Afghan commandos. The 
force, along with seven interpreters, was in-
serted by helicopter and tasked with engag-
ing insurgents who had been disrupting the 
construction of Route 611, a major road in 
northern Helmand that runs northeast to 
the landmark Kajaki Dam. 

The region was in deep turmoil at the time. 
This mission was launched about a month 
before conventional Marine forces began 
taking over in Sangin, a violent district just 
to the north where nearly 40 Marines were 
killed by the end of 2010. A few months lat-
er, the Corps called in most of the 26th Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit, then serving as a 
theater reserve force aboard Navy ships, to 
help tame the Nahr-e Saraj area. 

Team members weren’t surprised by the fe-
rocity of the fighting they encountered over 
those two days in that violent district: In 
running 19 different missions in the area, 
Rose said, “we had casualties in 18.” 

Day 1 
The Marines and Afghan commandos land-
ed shortly after midnight July 10 with plans 
to clear multiple compounds, including an 
IED factory, a Taliban headquarters and at 
least three buildings where insurgent lead-
ers slept. The main element was led by An-
tonik and included Soutra, Quill and about 
a platoon of commandos.  
 
Continued on next page 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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MARSOC team honored for breaking Taliban am-
bush 

Continued from previous page 

The main element was led by Antonik and 
included Soutra, Quill and about a platoon 
of commandos. They pushed through fresh-
ly irrigated fields to take over the IED facto-
ry and command-and-control center, uncov-
ering rocket-propelled grenade launchers, 
rockets, 82mm mortars and pressure-plate 
IEDs, as well as radio repeaters and Taliban 
documents. 

By daybreak, the Marines and commandos 
faced a sustained attack from more than 50 
insurgents, according to the summaries of 
action. The insurgents were armed with 
command-detonated IEDs, sniper rifles, 
heavy Dishka machine guns and other 
weapons. As the fight wore on, Marines ran 
low on ammunition and water. 

Soutra repeatedly braved enemy fire to en-
sure the commandos maintained discipline 
and eventually led a 10-man team of Af-
ghans to assault a squad of Taliban fighters. 
He “initiated the counterattack by throwing 
grenades and engaging the enemy with his 
M4 [rifle], encouraging the commandos by 
example and through violence of action to 
make the final push into the enemy posi-
tion,” his summary states. Under Soutra’s 
lead, the commandos overran the enemy 
position, killing four and pushing out the 
rest. 

While Soutra led the counterattack, Quill 
set up on a rooftop. With his 7.62mm semi-
automatic SR25 sniper rifle, he killed four 
armed insurgents, according to his sum-
mary of action. 

About 5:30 p.m., a commando stepped on a 
pressure-plate IED, amputating one of his 
legs. Antonik and Quill moved under fire to 
help him, with the staff sergeant organizing 
security as the corpsman dressed the Af-
ghan’s bloody leg and administered mor-
phine, military documents said. Quill called 
for a helicopter medical evacuation and, un-
der fire, carried the commando on a blanket 
so he could be transported to the hospital, 
where he was eventually stabilized. 

Quill’s “crisis management skills and ability 
to perform under fire saved the comman-
do’s life and prevented further injuries in a 
complicated situation,” his summary of ac-
tion states. 

Rose, the team leader, is credited with mov-
ing to a rooftop at daybreak during the op-
eration to coordinate close-air support with 
an Apache gunship helicopter, even as 
rounds dinged off the building around him. 
At 9:49 a.m., he began calling for the casu-
alty evacuation of a commando who had 
been wounded in the neck by an enemy 
sniper round, military documents said. 

To be continued in the January issue of The 
Scuttlebutt 

Marine Sgt. William Soutra Jr., right, receives the Navy Cross 

from Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus during a ceremony at 

Camp Pendleton, Calif., on Dec. 3. Soutra was awarded the med-

al for his heroism while serving in Afghanistan.  

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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Stolen Valor Law 2.0 Passes in Senate 

Dec 04, 2012 

Military.com| by Bryant Jordan 

  

A law designed to punish those who boast 
battlefield medals for heroics they never 
performed passed the Senate on Monday, 
marking the second bid by Congress to 
outlaw lying about war records. 

The first so-called Stolen Valor Law was de-
clared unconstitutional in June by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which ruled that lying 
about military service was protected 
speech. 

This time around lawmakers have anchored 
the law on lying about awards and decora-
tions for "tangible benefit or personal gain," 
not strictly lying for the sake of lying. The 
bill was filed by Sen. Jim Webb, D-Va., a Vi-
etnam combat veteran, shortly after the 
high court knocked down the original 2006 
law. 

"For someone who has not served to come 
in and get material benefit from something 
they did not do is just not right," Webb 
said in an interview with Norfolk TV sta-
tion WTKR in July, when he filed the legis-
lation that is now set to become part of the 
2013 National Defense Authorization Act. 

The House of Representatives already 
passed its own version of the law, so final 
language has to be worked out before it can 
be signed. Under the Senate version anyone 
found guilty of violating the Stolen Valor 
law would be fined and possibly jailed for 
not more than 6 months, or both. The 
House version would put violators in jail 
for up to a year. 

The new law states that benefits include 
any provided by the local, state or federal 

government for military service, earn a job, 
run for elective office, or attain an appoint-
ment to a board or position on a non-
profit. 

Webb's bill was cosponsored by Sen. Scott 
Brown, R-Mass., and Joe Lieberman, I-
Conn. 

The 2006 version of the Stolen Valor Act 
made it a crime to make any false state-
ments claiming military awards and deco-
rations. 

A California man, Xavier Alvarez, was con-
victed of violating the law for claiming to 
have earned the Medal of Honor. He was 
ordered to pay a $5,000 fine but appealed 
the case up to the Supreme Court, which 
struck it down. 

Webb and others argued the law is neces-
sary to protect the integrity of military dec-
orations, since those who earn them are 
held in high regard by the public. False 
claims of receiving such medals or serving 
in the military, the bill language states, "are 
especially likely to be harmful and material 
to employers, voters in deciding to whom 
paid elective positions should be entrusted, 
and in the award of contracts." 

"Military service and military awards are 
held in such great respect that public and 
private decisions are correctly influenced 
by claims of heroism," the bill states, argu-
ing that making false claims about military 
service and heroism are "an especially nox-
ious means of obtaining something of val-
ue." 

 

 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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To all Marines and their loved ones wherever they may be 

The wish to you all from Detachment 57 is a simple one…. 

In memory of 

Wally Swartz 

and 

Bill Culpepper 

Fine men and fine Marines 

Gone but not forgotten 

Semper FidelisSemper Fidelis  

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 
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Our Sponsors 

BECOME A DETACHMENT 57 SPONSOR 
Business Card Size ad: $25 

Half Page Size ad: $50  

All ads will run for one year, 12 issues of “SCUTTLEBUTT” 

“SCUTTLEBUTT” is sent by email monthly to 50 members and via U.S Mail to 10 mem-

bers. 

It is also posted to the Detachment 57 web site stpetemcl.org 

The Scuttlebutt, December 2012 


