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Detachment 57, Officers for 2017 

Commandant George Cooper cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 

Sr. Vice 
Commandant 

Don Bostrom donabos1@gmail.com 

Jr. Vice 
Commandant 

Eric Hopkins ehop14@yahoo .com 

Judge Advocate Bob Morris bobmor501@gmail.com 

Adjutant 
/Paymaster 

Bob Decker bdecker@bdeckerassociates.com 

Sgt at Arms Mike Garafalo raesg@msn.com 

Chaplain Ed Pringle eddiepringle@yahoo.com 

Our Next Scheduled Meeting 
Thursday June 8 at 7:00 pm 

VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 
 

If you need a ride to the meeting, arrange-

ments can be made by contacting George 

Cooper at (727) 415-9315 a couple of hours or 

more before the meeting and we’ll get you 

there. 

Service for the Unattended 
Tuesday June 6 at 3:00 pm 

At Bay Pines National Cemetery 
 

All hands are requested to attend and render 

honors. 

Uniform is Red cap and shirt, black trousers. 

Contact: Bob Cannon 

              bobusmc25@juno.com 

Saturday Shoot 
Saturday, June 17 at 10:00 am 

Wyoming Antelope Club 
 

Contact: John Gluck 

              guntchr1@tampabay.rr.com 

Rose Sale 
Saturday June 17 and Sunday, June 18 

At the Publix at Bay Point Plaza 

5295 34th St S, St. Petersburg 
 

Contacts:  

Bob Decker bobusmc25@juno.com 

George Cooper   cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 



2 

 

Volume: 9 Issue: 6 Date: June 2017 The Scuttlebutt 

Rose Sale a Success Because of The 

few 
The Detachment held a Rose Sale on May 26 -27 

at the Publix Market at Park Blvd and 49th St. 

Memorial day weekend seemed to bring out the 

generous spirit of Publix customers as the event 

resulted in the second highest collection total the 

detachment has ever had. 

The success was due in no small part to those 

Detachment Marines who were able to come out 

and support the effort.  

Many thanks and Semper Fi to the following Ma-

rines 

Walt Smyth 

Wayne Fortier 

Eric Hopkins 

Ken Friend 

JD Pate 

George Blick 

Mike Cashman 

Walt Daly 

Mike Delancey 

Penny Weston 

Don Bostrom 

Bob Decker 

Eddie Pringle 

Bob Cannon 

George Cooper 

Welcome Aboard 
We wish to extend a hearty “Welcome aboard” to 3 Marines who have recently joined our fine Detach-

ment. When you see them wish them well and encourage them to participate. We are proud to have 

them with us. Semper Fi! 

Post #1 all secure! On the right is Wayne Fortier and on the left is the 

silver tongued devil himself, Ken Friend. 

This sharp looking detail manned Post #2. Left to right are Eric Hop-

kins, Mike Delancey, Walt Smyth and Bob Decker. Who could refuse 

such a handsome bunch? 

Wil Bicknel James Wareham Lee Dawson 



3 

 

Volume: 9 Issue: 6 Date: June 2017 The Scuttlebutt 

Thanks CJ,  
As most of the Detachment knows by now CJ 

Oudendyk is taking his lovely bride Tootie and 

moving to Lake Wales. Which means we will be 

denied the vision of his beautiful face. 

In spite of his innumerable short comings mem-

bers of the detachment gathered recently to hon-

or him at a farewell breakfast. During the event 

CJ was awarded a plaque in recognition of his al-

leged contribution to the detachment. 

It should be noted that no time during the occa-

sion did anyone witness any embarrassing behav-

ior on CJ’s part. 

We wish all the best to CJ and Tootie and we look 

forward to their return for the Car Show this fall. 

 

CJ seems pleased with his award plaque. He doesn’t 

know we found it in a store room under some old 

furniture. We put his name on it at the last minute. 

This is the group that came to CJ’s farewell breakfast. This impressive turnout was only the result of the rumor that CJ 

was buying breakfast for everyone. Boy were we surprised. We gave him the plaque anyway. 
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Thanks Marines 

We received a call from Wayne McKinney of the 

Seminole Kiwanis informing us of a service to be 

held for a Marine name Larry West who passed 

without any surviving family except for his 

church. Wayne requested  some Marines be pre-

sent to render honors. The problem was the ser-

vice was the next day. 

The call went out and in true “St Pete Leather-

neck” fashion each Marine called responded in 

the affirmative. They are  

Thanks Marines! 

From The Chaplain 

Philippians 4:8 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, what-

ever things are noble, whatever things are just, 

whatever things are pure, whatever things are 

lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 

there is any virtue and if there is anything praise-

worthy—meditate on these things.  

CJ Oudendyk 

Don Bostrom 

Walt Smyth 

JD Pate 

Mike Cashman 

Awards 

As you know some of our Marines volunteer for 

Color Guard duty with the Detachment 54 CG 

unit. 

4 of those Marines recently received The Ceremo-

nial Guard Ribbon. 

J.D. Pate 

Eric Hopkins 

Don Gillis– Awarded before he passed away 

Brandon Robinson– Will receive his if he can at-

tend a meeting. 

 

Congratulations and Thanks Marines! 

Disaster Averted 

The task was to stamp our detachment infor-

mation on a seemingly infinite number of raffle 

tickets for MCL Department of Florida Scholar-

ship Fund. Ignoring all wisdom and discretion 

Wayne Fortier stepped into the breach and volun-

teered to take on the mission. 

The force of the assault was blunted by untimely 

and complete crumbling of the ink pad. Wayne, 

being the marine he is, adapted, improvised and 

overcame. He purchased a new ink pad on his 

own and the mission continued.  

Even after it was offered, Wayne refused reim-

bursement. 

Thanks Marine! 

Bingo 

We are trying to muster up enough Marines 

maintain a regular presence at the weekly bingo 

games we sponsor.  

The games are held on Wednesdays at the “66th 

Street Bingo” at 5100 66th Street N. 

We’d like to try to get 2 marines (wives, family 

and friends are welcome) there each week. Con-

tact Eric Hopkins to get on the roster. 
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Penny Weston congratulates new Eagle Scout Luke 

Markus 

Cameron and Aaron Potter proudly show their MCL 

Citizenship Awards along with their newly acquired 

Eagle Scout badges as Tim Bulu looks on. 

Diane Villano held a Charity Workout on Memorial day weekend at North Shore Beach to benefit Mike Delancey’s WWAR project. 

A nice donation was given to Mike and 2 members of the detachment showed up to present the colors  
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The reason Mayberry was so peaceful and quiet 

was because nobody was married. Andy, Aunt 

Bea, Barney, Floyd, Howard, Goober, Gomer, 

Sam, Earnest T Bass, Helen, Thelma Lou, Clara 

and, of course, Opie were all single. The only 

married person was Otis, and he stayed drunk. 

 

Just read that 4,153,237 people got married last 

year, not to cause any trouble, but shouldn't that 

be an even number?  

The Viet Cong weren’t the only thing Marines had to 

worry about in the jungle. Here is a marine holding a 

giant centipede.  Do any of you remember these 

critters? 

Plucking Yew 

Before the Battle of Agincourt in 1415, the French, 

anticipating victory over the English, proposed to 

cut off the middle finger of all captured English 

soldiers. Without the middle finger it would be 

impossible to draw the renowned English longbow 

and therefore they would be incapable of fighting 

in the future. This famous English longbow was 

made of the native English Yew tree, and the act of 

drawing the longbow was known as 'plucking the 

yew' (or 'pluck yew'). 

Much to the bewilderment of the French, the Eng-

lish won a major upset and they began mocking 

the French by waving their middle fingers at the 

defeated French, saying, "See, we can still pluck 

yew!" Since 'pluck yew' is rather difficult to say, 

the difficult consonant cluster at the beginning 

has gradually changed to a labiodentals fricative F' 

and thus the words often used in conjunction 

with the one-finger-salute! It is also because of the 

pheasant feathers on the arrows used with the 

longbow that the symbolic gesture is known as 

'giving the bird.' 

And yew thought yew knew every plucking thing. 

From The Photo Album 

The NCO's at the Marine Barracks, Olongapo, Philippines, circa 1931.  The first NCO on the left, front row, is 1st Sgt 

James Jordan, an old China Marine. Jordan is featured in a short story in Charles Jackson's  book "I am Alive." 


