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Commandant J.D. Pate jdp_39@yahoo.com 

Sr. Vice 
Commandant 

Tim Bulu mrjarheadtim@outlook.com 

Jr. Vice 
Commandant 

Bob Decker 
bdeck-

er@bdeckerassociates.com 

Judge Advocate Brandon Robinson brobinson@barneswalker.com 

Adjutant 
/Paymaster 

George Cooper cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 

Sgt at Arms Mike Garafalo raesg@msn.com 

Chaplain Eddie Pringle eddiepringle@yahoo.com 

Our Next Scheduled Meeting 

Thursday May 9 at 7:00 pm 

VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 
If you need a ride to the meeting, arrangements can be 

made by contacting George Cooper at (727) 415-9315 

a couple of hours or more before the meeting and we’ll 

get you there. 

Service for the Unattended 

Tuesday May 7 at 3:00 pm 

At Bay Pines National Cemetery 

All hands are requested to attend & render honors. 

Uniform is Red cap and shirt, black trousers. 

Saturday Shoot 

Saturday, May 11 

at 10:00 am 

Wyoming Antelope Club 

Tai Chi Class & Workout 

Is held every Sunday at 

The Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch 

at 2:00 pm. 

The class is taught by Tai Chi Master  & Marine of the 

Year J.D.Pate. All are welcome.  

Its fun, relaxing and its free. 

Come join us and get your Chi flowing! 
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On average, 20 veterans a day die by suicide 

in the United States. 

Are you or a loved one in crisis? 

Call (800) 273-8255;  

press 1 if you are a veteran 

or service member.  

Help also can be reached by 

text messaging 838255. 
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April Rose Sale 

The April Rose sale 

went very well con-

sidering that it happened 

on the same weekend as the DoF Spring Con-

ference/Leadership School. Attendance at the 

Conference reduced the amount of available 

manpower which left us a few hands short at 

the Rose Sale. 

But in true St Pete Leatherneck fashion the few 

that were left stepped up and did a fine job. 

Well done, Mike C, Mike G, Bob, Tim, 

George B and Walt S. 

Here are the Sales we have scheduled for this 

year. We have seen that the more well turned 

out Marines we have the better the collection 

results. Mark these dates on your calendar and 

plan to be there. Semper Fi! 

 

DoF Spring Conference 

& Leadership School 

The Detachment had 9 Marines in attendance 

at the Spring Leadership School. The experi-

ence gained was well worth the trip as we are 

all wiser than we were before. 

Commandant J.D. Pate & Adjutant/Paymaster 

George Cooper attended the Department busi-

ness meeting on Saturday. 

Among the highlights of the meeting was a re-

view of the revised National bylaws by the 

Dept. Judge Advocate. He suggested that all 

detachments review their bylaws accordingly. 

This is consistent with the complete review and 

revision of the Detachment 57 bylaws which 

was undertaken when the new officers were 

installed. 

Our detachment had the honor to be awarded 

The Department Unit Commendation for our 

donation to the Hurricane Relief Fund. Semper 

Fi! We are entitled to wear the appropriate rib-

bon. If anyone wishes to obtain a ribbon, see 

Coop. 

Tim Bulu Sr. Vice Commandant and Eagle 

Scout Chairman learned that of the 51 detach-

ments in the DoF only 8 participate in the Citi-

zenship Award Program. Detachment 57 is 1 of 

the 8. 

BINGO 

Belcher Bingo occurs on Wednesday & Sunday 

evenings and continues to be quite beneficial. 

Dee Lawson, the Lone Marine regularly attends 

to represent the detachment. Semper Fi! 

We’re pretty sure he would like some company 

or relief. Well Done Dee! 

Remaining Rose Sales for 2019 

Publix #1456 
The Old Albertson’s 

3700 4th Street N May25 

Publix #1514    
Bay Point Plaza 

5295 34th St. S Jun 8-9 

Publix #00640 
Northeast Park Shopping 

Center 
200 37th Ave N Oct 12 

Publix #1320 
Seminole 

7880 113th St Oct 26 

Trained and Ready to Lead 

Leadership School Graduates are left to right: Eric 

Tsai, George Cooper, Wayne Fortier Walt Smyth, J.D. 

Pate and Bob Decker 
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Detachment Happenings 

BIRTHDAY BALL 

George Cooper has volunteered to act as the 

chairman of the this year’s Birthday Ball Com-

mittee. We are looking for a few Marines to be 

on the committee to plan a successful event. 

We are also looking for your thoughts on what 

type of event you want to have. Contact Coop if 

you’re interested. I can hear the crickets chirp-

ing already. 

 

EAGLE SCOUT CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

The Detachment will be presenting a Citizen-

ship Award to new Eagle Scout. The Court of 

Honor will take place on May 15, 7:00pm at St 

Rafael’s Catholic Church. The address is 1376 

Snell Isle Blvd. 

The requested uniform is undress blues. Red 

cap and shirt with black trousers is acceptable. 

No shorts or jeans please. 

 

BYLAWS  REVIEW 

As reported at the last meeting our bylaws are 

undergoing a top to bottom review. All hands 

are urged to read over our current bylaws.  

Get your suggestions for changes in to the 

Judge Advocate or any officer soon. This will 

speed up the process. Once the Detachment 

votes, the bylaws still must be approved by 

DoF. 

 

HONOR GUARD 

The forming of an Honor Guard by our Detach-

ment is being considered. Any Marines who 

would be interested and able to support such 

an undertaking are requested to contact our 

Commandant J.D. Pate. 

This would require the undress blues uniform. 

Reimbursement for uniforms and cleaning of 

same would come with the job. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Two Marines joined our ranks and officially be-

came St Pete Leathernecks at the April meet-

ing. Joe Townley and Sarge McCool were offi-

cially sworn in and were warmly welcomed. 

It will be refreshing to hear some new sea sto-

ries because we’re really getting tired of our 

own. “The new guys buys the beer” rule was 

waived for some unknown reason and the 

blood initiation was cancelled because we 

couldn’t get a live goat. 

Welcome aboard Sarge and Joe. 

 

Commandant J.D. Pate administers the MCL Oath to 

new members Sarge McCool (left) and Joe Townley. 
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Veterans Suicide 

This article is reprinted from Military.com and 

was submitted by J.D. Pate 

Military.com | By Patricia Kime 

A woman died by apparent suicide Monday at 

Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, just 

yards from Joint Base Henderson Hall-Fort My-

er. 

The death took place near the Confederate 

Memorial in the western portion of the ceme-

tery, according to a report by local news outlet 

ARL now. 

Emergency responders from the base and Ar-

lington County were called to the scene, ac-

cording to reports. 

"We are deeply saddened to learn about the 

apparent suicide in the cemetery earlier today," 

Arlington National Cemetery spokesman Timo-

thy Lawson said Monday. "Our thoughts are 

with the family at this time." 

Lawson could not provide information on the 

deceased and did not say whether the person 

was affiliated with the military or the cemetery. 

The location in which she died is easily acces-

sible through Fort Myer, the home of the 3rd 

Infantry Regiment, The Old Guard -- the regi-

ment that stands vigil at Arlington's Tomb of 

the Unknowns and serves as the U.S. Army's 

main ceremonial unit. 

Visitors also can access the cemetery through 

the Visitors Center and, with proper identifica-

tion, through a gate accessible within Fort My-

er. 

The suicide rate among Americans rose by 33 

percent from 1999 to 2017 -- making suicide a 

"serious public health problem" that is the tenth 

leading cause of death in the U.S., according to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion. 

In the last week, three veterans took their own 

lives on VA properties. On average, 20 veter-

ans a day die by suicide in the United States. 

In March 2017 , President Donald Trump 

signed an executive order creating a Cabinet-

level task force to address the issue of suicide 

among veterans and service members. The 

Department of Veterans Affairs and the Penta-

gon also hold a conference every two years on 

suicide prevention. 

Are you or a loved one in crisis? Call (800) 

273-8255; press 1 if you are a veteran or ser-

vice member. Help also can be reached by text 

messaging 838255. 

 

Stand Down For 

Homeless Vets 

The Bay Pines VA Healthcare System released 

a message thanking all those who volunteered 

to assist at the last Stand Down. Here are the 

Total Registered 566 

Women 56 

Men 511 

Veteran in a shelter (VA or non 

VA) 

65 

Veteran Unsheltered                       

(Place not meant for habitation) 

68 

Grant & Per Diem Programs 64 

Domiciliary (All wings) 58 

HUD-VASH 123 

Other (at risk, staying with 

friends, owns home, rents on 

own) 

188 

Vets who will have DoD surplus 

delivered to them 

18 

Stand Down Court 

Veterans seen 132 

Fines and costs waived $361,344.33 

Cases resolved 721 

  

# Vendors Attended 81 

Haircuts provided 87 

https://www.baypines.va.gov/BAYPINES/index.asp
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The 2019  Veterans Salute Car & 

Truck Show 

The 5th Annual West Coast National Veterans 

Salute Car & Truck Show is scheduled for Sat-

urday Nov. 23 at the St Pete College Seminole 

Campus. 

As we have learned from the previous shows 

advanced preparation is key to a successful 

effort. 

So its time to start using all the Marine charm 

we all have and start getting sponsors signed 

up.  

Master Superior Senior Most Excellent sales 

person Bob Decker has all the poop and will be 

conducting Salesmanship Boot Camp for all 

those who are not sure they can sell some-

thing. 

So, when Bob says “Go sell car show sponsor-

ships”, go sell car show sponsorships. 

If you’re going to a gun fight be sure to bring a 

gun….or six 

We’re In Trouble 

Contributed by Mike Cashman 

Young people cannot learn from history any 

more because for many years history has not 

been a required subject in secondary schools. 

Recent true story: 

Theodore " Dutch " J. Van Kirk was the navi-

gator on the  "Enola Gay" when it dropped the 

bomb at Hiroshima , Japan, and now is the 

last surviving crew member......what follows 

below really happened: 

Dutch was recently asked to speak at a gram-

mar school. The young teacher introduced 

him by saying the speaker was a veteran 

of  World War Eleven (as in WWII). Dutch 

stood up and walked out of the school without 

saying a word. 

End of story. 
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Tootsie Roll Marines 

On November 26, 1950, 10,000 men of the 

First Marine Division, along with elements of 

two Army regimental combat teams, a detach-

ment of British Royal Marine commandos and 

some South Korean policemen were complete-

ly surrounded by over ten divisions of Chinese 

troops in rugged mountains near the Chosin 

Reservoir.  Chairman Mao himself had ordered 

the Marines annihilated, and Chinese General 

Song Shi-Lun gave it his best shot, throwing 

human waves of his 120,000 soldiers against 

the heavily outnumbered allied forces.  A mas-

sive cold front blew in from Siberia, and with it, 

the coldest winter in recorded Korean histo-

ry.  For the encircled allies at the Chosin Res-

ervoir, daytime temperatures averaged five de-

grees below zero, while nights plunged to mi-

nus 35 and lower. 

Jeep batteries froze and split.  C-rations ran 

dangerously low and the cans were frozen sol-

id.  Fuel could not be spared to thaw them.  If 

truck engines stopped, their fuel lines 

froze.  Automatic weapons wouldn't cy-

cle.  Morphine syrettes had to be thawed in a 

medical corpsman's mouth before they could 

be injected.  Precious bottles of blood plasma 

were frozen and useless.  Resupply could only 

come by air, and that was spotty and erratic 

because of the foul weather.  

High Command virtually wrote them off, believ-

ing their situation was hopeless.  Washington 

braced for imminent news of slaughter and de-

feat.  Retreat was hardly an option; not 

through that wall of Chinese troops.  If the Ma-

rines defended, they would be wiped out, so 

they formed a 12-mile long column and at-

tacked.  There were 78 miles of narrow, crum-

bling, steeply-angled road and 100,000 Chi-

nese soldiers between the Marines and the 

sea at Hungnam.  Both sides fought savagely 

for every inch of it.  The march out became 

one monstrous, moving battle. 

The Chinese used the ravines between ridges, 

protected from rifle fire, to marshal their forces 

between attacks.  The Marines' 60-millimeter 

mortars, capable of delivering high, arcing fire 

over the ridge-lines, breaking up those human 

waves, became perhaps the most valuable 

weapon the Marines had.  But their supply of 

mortar rounds was quickly deplet-

ed.  Emergency requests for resupply were 

sent by radio, using code words for specific 

items.  

The code for 60mm mortar ammo was 

"Tootsie Rolls", but the radio operator receiv-

ing that urgent request didn't have the Marines' 

code sheets.  All he knew was that the request 

came from command authority, that it was ex-

tremely urgent, and that there were tons of 

Tootsie Rolls at supply bases in Japan. 

Tootsie Rolls had been issued with other ra-

tions to US troops since World War I, earning 

preferred status because they held up so well 

to heat, cold and rough handling compared to 

other candies. 

(continued on the next page) 
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Tootsie Roll Marines 

(continued from the previous page) 

Tearing through the clouds and fog, para-

chutes bearing pallet-loads of Tootsie Rolls 

descended on the Marines.  After initial 

shocked reactions, the freezing, starving 

troops rejoiced.  Frozen Tootsies were thawed 

in armpits, popped in mouths, and their sugar 

provided instant energy.  For many, Tootsie 

Rolls were their only nourishment for 

days.  The troops also learned they could use 

warmed Tootsie Rolls to plug bullet holes in 

fuel drums, gas tanks, cans and radiators, 

where they would freeze solid again, sealing 

the leaks. 

 

 

Over two weeks of unspeakable misery, move-

ment, and murderous fighting, the 15,000-man 

column suffered 3,000 killed in action, 6,000 

wounded and thousands of severe frostbite 

cases.  But they reached the sea, demolishing 

several Chinese divisions in the pro-

cess.  Hundreds credited their very survival to 

Tootsie Rolls.  Surviving Marines called them-

selves "The Chosin Few," and among them-

selves, another name: The Tootsie Roll Ma-

rines.   
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Don't you forget that you're First Marines! Not all the communists in Hell can overrun you!  
Col. Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller, USMC 

rallying his First Marine Regiment near Chosin Reservoir, Korea, December 1950  


