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Next Meeting

TAPS

Thursday, April 11, 2013
At 19:00
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park
There were no announcements of the passing of Marines
this month from
The Department of Florida
Marine Corps League
However let us not forget.
2176 American Service Personnel including 412 U.S. Marines who made the ultimate sacrifice in Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan

“May They Rest in Peace”
There is always room for one more at the next meeting
of Detachment 57

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made
by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345
a couple of hours or more before the meeting
and we’ll get you there.

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and
black trousers. As always your presence is appreciated.

Need a lift to the next meeting? No problem!

Next Service
Tuesday, April 2, 2013 at 13:00
Bay Pines National Cemetery
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Report on the March Meeting

Date: March 2013

Commandant’s Report

This is not an official record of the
minutes but rather a summary of the important
highlights.

Phil issued a call for volunteers to assist at
the American Legion elections on April 9 from
11:00 am to 7:00 pm.

Meeting held on March 8, 2013.

Report of the Sick

Called to order at 17:00

Cary McGiffin is back on chemo treatments and his situation is not improving. Our
prayers are with you. Semper Fi Cary!

Officers present
All officers were present

There has been no change with Bill
Chirkis. Our prayers are with you.

Awards
None for this month

Report of Standing Committees

Application for membership:

John Gluck: A shoot will be held Saturday
March 16 at 10:00.

None for this month
Minutes of Previous meeting:

New Business:

Waived

April’s Election: Mike Cashman and
George Cooper withdrew their names from nomination for Jr. Vice Commandant.

Correspondence:
A call for volunteers was received from
The Armed Forces Museum to help at their annual fund raiser golf tournament. CJ has all of the
details.

Don Bostrom was nominated for Jr. Vice
Commandant.
Meeting Adjourned 17:45

There will be a Welcome Home ceremony
for Viet Nam vets on March 23. See page 5 of
The Scuttlebutt for all details.
The St Petersburg North East Little
League has posted a banner at their field in appreciation of the Detachment’s efforts to replace
their American. See page 6 of The Scuttlebutt for
more on this story.
The MCL Detachment of Myrtle Beach is
raffling off a 1960 Jeep CJT. It has 90,000 miles
on it but is in parade ready condition. It comes
with a simulated 50 cal. mount and a mount for
an M14. Tickets are $10. We voted to purchase 3
tickets. The drawing will take place on Aug 3 at
the national convention.
3

Volume: 5, Issue: 3

The Scuttlebutt

Date: March 2013

lowed us to hold lucrative Rose sales. That money has been well spent on Guide Dogs and scholarships. Other monies have been disbursed to
many other worthy causes, all because of The
Marine Rose Fund.

The straight scoop from Phil

My least favorite part of the job has been giving
a final salute and farewell to several
extremely fine Marines. It seems that those who
left us were the ones that could always be counted on no matter what the job. But being Marines
we moved on, and new faces always filled the
void.

Now that I have but one more meeting to chair,
it is time to reflect back over my time as
Commandant of our Detachment. It has been a
long four years, but at the same time it went by
in a flash.

Finally, thanks to a great job by the staff. Needless to say, I would have fallen on my
face without them. To the new Officers, good
luck, and keep the Colors flying. Hand it on to
the next group better than you found it. I hope
that I have.

The beginning wasn't all that auspicious. Sometimes there were barely enough of us to hold a
meeting. We were forced out of our home at Legion Post 14 early on. Not because of the Legion,
but a severe lack of parking. A new restaurant
had opened and caused everyone to park blocks
away. Given the average age and conditioning of
the troops, this was a big thing.

Semper Fi
Phil Calhoun
Commandant
Detachment 57

We were able to move to our current site at our
VFW. From the beginning they bent over
backwards to accommodate us. I am sure that we
are still welcome here. Pinellas Park is probably
more centralized for us anyway.
We had the good fortune to recruit several new
members that were in position to contact
and recruit others from their friend base and social groups. The snowball effect, as it were.
Our Detachment also had the good fortune to be
told of Support our Marines by the Clearwater
Detachment. By helping Dianne our word got
out also and it helped moneywise. She introduced us to race directors who were willing to
pay us to hand out beer at races. That was a natural for
Marines.
The Sr. Vice had connections at Publix which al4
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Detachment 57 gets recognition
from North East Little League

When their efforts and contribution were
acknowledged at the Opening Day Ceremonies,
Detachment 57 received a standing ovation from
the fans in attendance.

The American flag at the playing field of the
North East St Petersburg Little League was in
pretty sad shape. Top Flick and Phil Calhoun
whose grandson plays in the Little League, were
attending a preseason practice when they both
noticed the flag’s poor condition. It was so bad it
could barely be called a flag. The line to hoist the
flag was unserviceable as well.

In a gesture of appreciation, The Little League
posted a banner honoring the Detachment on the
outfield fence.
Semper Fi!

Acting in true Marine Corps fashion and as “go
getters” from Detachment 57 Phil and Top acquired a new flag. They also persuaded a local
landscaping company to come out with a bucket
truck and replace the worn out hoisting line.
This was all accomplished so the new flag installation could be ready by opening day.

The view from Home Plate looking down the 3rd base
line. Play Ball!

A new “Old Glory” proudly flies over the playing field of
the North East Little League

DETACHMENT 57. SEMPER FIDELIS!
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Hagel Orders Review of Drone
Medal Ranking

Welcome Home Viet Nam Vets !

Mar 12, 2013

The Veterans Council of Hillsborough County
along with the Veterans Museum and Parks Committee will be conducting the Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day ceremony on Saturday
March 23, 2013 at 11:00am. This annual event
which will be held at the Hillsborough County
Veterans Park and Museum 3602 US Highway
301N, Tampa is to honor all the Veterans that
have served in Vietnam.

WASHINGTON -- Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel has ordered a review of the new Distinguished Warfare Medal following complaints
from veterans groups and lawmakers about its ranking above the Bronze Star and
Purple Heart, a senior defense official said Tuesday.

Included in this celebration will be a special remembrance for those who did not make it back.
The names of Sp4 Mark Jerald Carter USA
Thonotosassa, Sgt. Charles Frederick Rein USA
Tampa and L.Cpl. John Owen Rhodes USMC
Thonotosassa will be added to the Vietnam Memorial Wall. In addition there will be a special
tribute honoring all of those who have been
awarded the Medal of Honor in all the countries
past and present conflicts.

The review, to be led by Joint Chiefs Chairman
Gen. Martin Dempsey, will look at whether the
order of precedence for the new medal should be
changed, but will not consider eliminating it. A
report is due back to Hagel in early April.

The master of ceremonies for this event will be
the President of the Veterans Council of Hillsborough County, Walt Raysick. Maj Gen Karl
Horst, the Chief of Staff, USCENTCOM will be
the keynote speaker. Colors will be presented by
the USMC Color Guard from MARCENT, MacDill
AFB. The National Anthem will be sung by Jeanne
Bush. The rifle salute and taps will be conducted
by Marine Corps League Detachment #1226 from
Riverview. For further information contact Walt
Raysick at 813-653-4924 or
wraysick@verizon.net.

The honor is still months away from being awarded for the first time, and no known candidates
have been nominated for the recognition. But veterans groups and lawmakers have savaged the
new award almost from its introduction, dubbing
it the "Nintendo Medal" and "Purple Buttocks."

The new medal, announced last month, is designed to honor "extraordinary actions" of drone
pilots and other off-site troops performing noteworthy deeds on far-away battlefields.

Representatives from the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, the American Legion and the Military Order of the Purple Heart have petitioned Pentagon
leaders and the White House to reconsider the
medal's ranking, saying it should not be placed
above honors earned on the battlefield.

Continued on next page
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Other noncombat medals already rank higher
than the Bronze Star, which usually recognizes
valor, he pointed out. The Medal of Honor, Service Crosses and Silver Star, which are awarded
solely for heroism in combat, remain higher in
prestige than the new warfare medal, Hagel noted.

Hagel Orders Review of Drone
Medal Ranking
Continued from previous page
Members of the House and Senate have also requested a review of the ranking, and introduced
legislation to force the Pentagon to lower its
placement.

But now the defense review will re-examine those
issues. Dempsey is expected to consult with the
service chiefs about the new honor before completing his final report.

The defense official said those criticisms prompted Hagel to call for the review.
Last week, Hagel seemed intent on upholding the
status of the Distinguished Warfare Medal, unveiled by his predecessor, Leon Panetta.

In a statement, Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif. -- a
vocal critic of the award and one of only a handful of Afghanistan veterans in Congress -- praised
the decision to undertake a review.

In letters sent out Thursday responding to concerns from Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., and other
lawmakers and veterans groups, Hagel wrote that
he had discussed the medal with the service
chiefs and accepted their opinion that the award
is at the appropriate level.

"The (Distinguished Warfare Medal) is widely
viewed as an award that undermines all other valor awards and the reverence for service members
who face the dangers of direct combat.," he said.
"It's a fact that those who are off the battlefield
do not experience the same risks.

"Since Sept. 11, 2001, technological advancements
have, in some cases dramatically changed how we
conduct and support combat and other military
operations," Hagel wrote. "Accordingly the
[Distinguished Warfare Medal] award criteria intentionally does not include a geographic limitation on the award, as it is intended for use as a
means to recognize all service members who
meet the criteria, regardless of the domain used
or the member's physical location."

"Pretending they do devalues the courageous and
selfless actions of others, who, during combat, do
the unthinkable or show a willingness to sacrifice
their own lives. "

This article first appeared in Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes' Patrick Dickson contributed to
this report.

The award is meant to reward a single extraordinary act that affects combat, Hagel wrote.
"It recognizes a specific type of contribution that
is vital to the defense of our nation. It in no way
degrades or minimizes our nation's other important awards or the tremendous sacrifices of
our men and women who earn these prestigious
recognitions," he wrote.
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Marine Corporal Justin Gaertner was on his third
deployment when he lost both of his legs above
the knees, and suffered severe damage to his left
arm in an IED blast in Marjah, Afghanistan on
November 26, 2010. While on a routine route
clearance mission, Cpl. Gaertner, a Combat Engineer, was in the third vehicle of a convoy when
the vehicle ahead hit an IED. While evacuating an
injured Marine from the vehicle, and conducting
secondary sweeps of the area, Cpl. Gaertner
found the pressure plate that had triggered the
explosion. Continuing his sweep of the area, Cpl.

Ground breaking Ceremony
“HOMES FOR OUR TROOPS” cordially invites
you to attend the Marine Cpl Justin Gaertner
Groundbreaking.
“HOMES FOR OUR TROOPS” is building a specially adapted home for Cpl Justin Gaertner in
Lutz, FL. Join us on the day this important project begins.
Date: Saturday April 6, 2013
Time: 10:00 am
Location: 521 Cullaro Lane, Lutz, FL 33549

Gaertner watched helplessly as his best friend
was blown up directly in front of him when another IED was triggered. Being the only person
on-site with a mine detector, Cpl. Gaertner began
sweeping an area for a Landing Zone for the
MEDEVAC helicopter that would airlift the seriously injured Marines to safety; within minutes, a
third bomb, a buried IED, soon took both of his
legs as well. With both legs traumatically amputated, his left arm shattered, and an 8” piece of
glass lodged in his abdomen,

Continued on next page
8

Volume: 5, Issue: 3

The Scuttlebutt

Homes for Troops.
Ground breaking Ceremony

Date: March 2013

to work at the Agency after he retires from the
Marine Corps. He looks forward to living near his
family and living in the area where he spent his
school years; an accessible home that will allow
him to regain his independence at home will be a
dream come true. He says, “I would like to say,
“thank you” to all those who support Homes for
Our Troops and give severely injured veterans the
chance to live in homes that will accommodate
their needs. You have no idea how much this
means to us.”

Continued from previous page
Cpl. Gaertner did not realize he had been hit until he tried to get up to provide security and
search for any injured. Lifesaving measures at the
scene readied Cpl. Gaertner and the other injured
Marines, all having suffered traumatic amputations to both of their legs, for transport. Airlifted
to Camp Dwyer and then to Bagram Air Force
Base, Cpl. Gaertner would next travel to Landstuhl, Germany before arriving in Bethesda, Maryland where he remains today at the newly renamed Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center; Justin continues his treatments and therapies there at this time.

****
About Homes for Troops.
We are Homes for Our Troops, a national nonprofit, non-partisan 501(c)(3) organization
founded in 2004. We are strongly committed to
helping those who have selflessly given to our
country and have returned home with serious
injuries since September 11, 2001. It is our duty
and our honor to assist severely injured Veterans
and their immediate families by raising donations
of money, building materials and professional labor and to coordinate the process of building a
home that provides maximum freedom of movement and the ability to live more independently.
The homes provided by Homes for Our Troops
are given at NO COST to the Veterans we serve.

Cpl Gaertner enjoys competitive sports and finds
that he most enjoys the challenge to try a new
sport when someone tells him he “cannot” do
something! Mono-skiing, surfing, snorkeling, sky
diving, running track, fishing, and hunting are all
at the top of his hobbies and interests list. Currently involved in an internship program with the
National Counter Terrorism Agency, Justin hopes
9
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canned fruit, bread or dessert item;
one B unit; an accessory packet containing cigarettes, matches, chewing gum, toilet paper, coffee,
cream, sugar, and salt; and a spoon. Four can
openers are provided in each case of 12 meals. Alt

The Type C or C-Ration was an individual
canned, pre-cooked or prepared wet ration intended to be issued to U.S. military land forces
when fresh food (A-Ration) or packaged unprepared food (B-Ration) prepared in mess halls or
field kitchens was impractical or not available and
when a survival ration (K-ration or D-ration) was
insufficient. After World War II, cost concerns later caused the C-ration to be standardized for
field issue regardless of environmental suitability
or weight limitations.

First procured in 1961, the Meal, Combat, Individual (MCI) weighed just under 2 pounds and was
produced in 12 different menus. Each menu contained approximately 1200 calories and consisted
of:














This is the official Quartermaster's description of
C-Rations used in Vietnam.

One canned meat course
One canned fruit or cake
One B unit can that contained crackers and
either a cocoa beverage or candy
One canned spread (peanut butter, jam or
cheese spread)
Accessory Packet containing:
instant coffee
cream substitute
sugar
salt
chewing gum
matches
toilet paper
Cigarettes

Continued on next page

"The Meal, Combat, Individual, is designed for
issue as the tactical situation dictates, either in
individual units as a meal or in multiples of three
as a complete ration. Its characteristics emphasize utility, flexibility of use, and more variety of
food components than were included in the Ration, Combat, Individual (C Ration) which it replaces. Twelve different menus are included in the
specification.
Each menu contains: one canned meat item; one
10
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Meal Combat, Individual

It burned hotter and heated the cans quicker.

Continued from previous page

We also learned to save the outer cardboard
sleeve from the C-ration case. When stood on
end and placed over an appropriately sized hole
it made a pretty good seat for a field toilet.

Soldiers opened the cans with the P38 can opener and though the contents were typically eaten
unheated, the food could be warmed using a fuel
tablet. Known as C-Rations, the meals were issued to U.S. forces throughout the Vietnam War,
however, the lighter weight freeze-dried LRP Ration was developed for reconnaissance teams. As

In 1966 during the Vietnam war Brig. Gen. Walter
S. McIlhenny son of the 2nd company president
of McIlhenny Company from his experiences with
C-Rations as a soldier during WWII came up with
the idea to send soldiers copies of the Charlie Ration Cookbook filled with recipes for spicing up C
-rations. The cookbooks were wrapped around
two-ounce bottles of Tabasco Pepper Sauce along
with a handful of a P-38 type can openers all in a
waterproof canister. It was illustrated by Fred
Rhoads. & Curator of the McIlhenny Company.

The P38 supposedly acquired its name from the 38
Punctures required to open a C-Rations can. The Navy
and Marines also gave it the name “John Wayne” because he was shown in a training film opening a can of
C-Rations.
Otherwise known as “Ham and Mother———s” most
Marines I knew were in favor of sending these to the
NVA

we all discovered, the enjoyment of a C-Ration
meal could be greatly enhanced if the cans could
be heated. Of course the time and opportunity to
do so was not always there. In my Amtrac outfit
we placed the cans on the engine block of our
vehicle which heated things nicely. Some of us
learned the hard way to make a vent hole in the
can before heating. Cleaning “Beans and Weenies”
off the of an engine compartment bulkhead resulting from an exploding can was more embarrassing than difficult.
Although the famous blue heat tabs were often
available we preferred a chunk of C-4 explosive.

The can said this stuff was “Fruitcake”. I don’t think
anybody knew for sure what it was.
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Our Sponsors

Get ready for the time of your life!
We believe that a PLAN is a powerful tool.
Achieving your long-term financial objectives hinges on having the
right plan - a plan that fits your unique circumstances.
What are your retirement dreams?
What kind of legacy will you leave behind?

Cash Flow & Retirement Planning is our focus

.

Registered Financial Consultant® • Certified Senior Advisor®
Certified Retirement Financial AdvisorTM
Member of NAIFA - National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
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Purchase an ad in “ THE SCUTTLEBUTT”
Business Card Size ad: $25
Half Page Size ad: $50
All ads will run for one year, 12 issues of “ THE SCUTTLEBUTT”
“THE SCUTTLEBUTT” is sent by email monthly to 50 members .
It is also posted to the Detachment 57 web site stpetemcl.org
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