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Always remember Mom
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47 years ago Coop is released from Active
Duty. Several Gunnery Sergeants rejoice
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The Scuttlebutt is edited by
George Cooper
cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com
Thank you and Semper Fi to this month’s contributors
Bob & Cheryl Decker
Penny Weston

May 24
Detachment 57, Officers for 2015
Commandant
Sr. Vice
Commandant
Jr. Vice
Commandant
Judge Advocate

Penny Weston

wmweston68@gmail.com

George Cooper cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com
Don Bostrom

DONABOS2@YAHOO.COM

Bob Morris

bobmor501@gmail.com

Adjutant

Javiar Centonzio

jcentonzio@hotmail.com

Sgt at Arms

Mike Garafalo

raesg@msn.com

Chaplain

Phil Calhoun

evyphil@verizon.net

Paymaster

Bob Decker

bdecker@bdeckerassociates.com

Check us out at stpetemcl.org
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Next Meeting

TAPS

Thursday, May 15
At 19:00
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park
There were no announcements of the passing of Marines
this month from
The Department of Florida
Marine Corps League

but let us not forget.
6845 American Service Personnel who made the ultimate
sacrifice in Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan

This private just found out he couldn’t attend our meeting. At least not his Drill Instructor is finished with him.
Semper Fi!

“May They Rest in Peace”

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made
by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345
a couple of hours or more before the meeting
and we’ll get you there.
Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and
black trousers. As always your presence is appreciated.

Next Service

We have a special “Share-A-Ride” program. Call us and
somebody will pick you up. No Sweat!

Tuesday, May 3, 2013 at 13:00
Bay Pines National Cemetery
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2015 Elections
The Detachment held its annual election and the following Marines will be serving as Officers during the
next year.
Detachment 57, Officers for 2015
Commandant

Penny Weston

Adjutant

Javiar Centonzio

Sr. Vice Commandant

George Cooper

Sgt at Arms

Mike Garafalo

Jr. Vice Commandant

Don Bostrom

Chaplain

Phil Calhoun

Judge Advocate

Bob Morris

Paymaster

Bob Decker

Doc Errico (left) swears in the new officers for 2015
From left to right, Javier Centanzio, Penny Weston, George Cooper, Don Bostrom, Bob Morris, Mike Garafalo, Bob Decker

Salute to Outgoing Officers
The Scuttlebutt wishes to Salute the outgoing Commandant Top Flick and the outgoing Sr. Vice Commandant Walt Smyth for their exceptional service to the Marine Corps League. Detachment 57 would be
much the lesser without either of them. Well Done. Semper Fi!

Outgoing Commandant

Outgoing Sr. Vice Commandant

Don “Top” Flick

Walt Smyth

You both did a fine job….everybody is talking about you
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nic. Thank you Marine CJ for Chairing the Marine
of the Year Committee and the numerous other
things that you do for our Detachment. Thank
you Marine Top for Chairing the Marine Ball
Committee. A ton of thanks to Mike for his endless work as our quartermaster!!
As we move ahead please make every effort to
attend our monthly meeting and voice your opinion (in a professional way) and support our programs and be willing to step up for the good of
the Detachment.
S/F Commandant Weston

The straight scoop from
Commandant Weston
APRIL REPORT
Semper Fi Marines, I would like to thank you for
electing me your Commandant, together we can
accomplish much. I know there are many of you
that have carried this Detachment for many
years. Thank you and prayers for Marine Lovelace
for restarting our Detachment. Jack is currently
ill and needs our prayers for a speedy recovery.
I am hopeful and encouraged as I see new Marines join our ranks that they too will show willingness to lead and get involved. It is vital to any
Detachment to mentor and train members for
leadership roles as well as many members being
willing to serve when called upon. Having said
that, thank you elected and appointed staff for
your willingness to serve in positions of leadership for this term of office. (Marines Coop, Don,
Mike, Mike, Javier, Phil and Bob)
I am very proud to be a part of this Detachment
and I am looking forward to a great year with our
Detachment involved in our Community and
with our Veterans. We are strongly behind Marine Mike and his endeavor for a Veterans Park
here in Pinellas County as well as our Marines
that faithfully attend the ceremonies at Bay Pines
every first Tuesday of the month. Thank you Marine Cannon for all the hours you put in at Bay
Pines. Many thanks to our Corpsman Doc for his
willingness to serve in so many areas at Bay Pines.
Thank you Marine Don Gillis for securing dates
for our Rose Program, thank you Marine Bob
Decker for willingness to open your home for flag
preparations for the Rose Program. Many thanks
to Marines Don Bostrom and Dave Speegle for
their dedication to our Eagle Scout Program.
Thank you Marine Calhoun for chairing the Pic-

Active Committees
Picnic Committee
Phil Calhoun
Marine of the Year Committee
CJ Oudendyk , Phil Calhoun
Rose Program
Don Gillis (Saturday Market)
Bob Decker (Saturday Market)
CJ Oudendyk (Car Shows)
Scout Committee
Don Bostrom , Dave Speegle
Birthday Ball
Top Flick , Phil Calhoun
Newsletter Editor
George Cooper
Firing Range Contact
John Gluck

If your are inclined to volunteer to help out
with any of these efforts feel free to contact
the Marines listed.
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they had to operate. They were made to sit outside under a Chiki hut next to a pool on one side
and cooler full of beverages on the other. Food
was served in the form of “Chicago Style” hot
dogs as prepared by Chez Bob. He went to great
lengths to describe what defines a “Chicago Style”
dog. I do not remember if napalm was an ingredient. It was truly a gastronomic adventure.

Flag Stars Instead of Roses
The traditional Marine Corp League Roses upon
which we rely on so much for our fund raising
efforts have become exceedingly more difficult to
obtain. So much so that we have run out and
there is no forecast from National as to when we
may be able to have Roses again.

The turn out was excellent and “The Scuttlebutt”
extends a Thank You and Well Done to those that
attended. Special Thanks and recognition should
go to Cheryl and Bob Decker for being so gracious in hosting the event.
We all felt very welcome.

Detachment 57 Marines being not so easily deterred came up with an alternative until we can
get roses again.
One idea was to have the Viet Nam Vets donate
their collections of Viet Cong ears and we could
hand those out. This suggestion was rejected
when the Detachment was reminded that those
items had already been used as table decorations
at last year’s picnic.
The suggestion to remove to stars
form U.S. flags that are no longer
serviceable. These will be packaged along with a donation card
and handed out instead of the roses.

“PRESENT SCISSORS!”
From left to right are: Enid Gillis, George Cooper, Marilyn Cooper,
Bob Decker, Don Gillis, JD Pate, Top Flick, Phil Calhoun,
CJ Oudendyk, Tootie Oudendyk, Don Bostrom’s friend Pam and
Don Bostrom.
Not shown is Cheryl Decker because she is taking the picture .

A detail headed by CJ Oudendyk collected up
plenty of flags. Bob and Cheryl Decker volunteered the use of their home as a place to meet
and cut out approximately 15oo stars and stuff
them into poly bags.

Enough stars were cut out and bagged to support our next 2 fundraisers. What was not processed will be brought to the next meeting for
the attending members to complete. Don’t complain! At least you won’t have to sleep through
the meeting.

Each armed with scissors, several Marines and
their ladies gathered at the Decker home on a
Saturday afternoon to complete effort.
All volunteers are to be commended because of
the particularly difficult conditions under which

cont. on the next page
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Flag Stars Instead of Roses

Fall Pistol Raffle

cont. from the previous page

Many of the details of the Fall Pistol Raffle have
been worked out.
Date Of Drawing: Nov 10, 2015
Ticket Price: $10 each or 3 for $25
1st Prize: M1911A1, .45 ACP Pistol from Springfield
Armory.
2nd Prize: USMC K-Bar Knife
Donated by CJ Oudendylk
3rd Prize: Iwo Jima commemorative Stamp and
Coin Set
Donated by Phil Calhoun

When Bob Decker wasn’t cutting up flags, he was running the grill.
The Chicago Style Hot Dogs were terrific!

Other prizes may be added as the drawing date
gets closer.
JD Pate will be taking care of compliance to appropriate laws.
Phil Calhoun has volunteered to act as the ticket
coordinator.
Tickets will be available at the May 14 meeting.
This is a great fundraising opportunity and it is
hoped that all Detachment 57 Marines will do
their part by selling a few tickets.

The Chicago Style Hot Dog
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Donation Boards have been updated
Anyone participating in a Rose Sale during the
past 2 years may have noticed that we display
Donation Boards. The purpose of which is to
clearly and proudly identify ourselves to the public as The Marine Corps League and to show
some of the charities that we support. The goal
was to encourage the general public to make donations in support of our causes.
The Detachment has shown general approval of
the boards as currently configured. However a
committee was formed to take a look and see if
updating the displays would be appropriate. The
question was “Can we possibly make our message
more clear”? In other, we should make it easier
for folks to decide to make a donation.

Fundraiser Schedule
Since we cannot obtain the traditional Marine
Corps League Roses we will temporarily suspend
the use of the term “Rose Sale” and simply call
the events “Fundraisers”
Here is the current schedule for Fundraisers.
Additions will be made as the opportunities become available.

The Detail responsible for such things has made
the changes suggested by the committee and the
results are shown in the photograph below.

Date: Saturday May 16
Where: St Petersburg Saturday Morning Market
230 1st St. S.E. (at 1st Av. S. & 1st St.)
St. Pete, Florida 33701
Time: 0900 to 1400
 Date: Saturday May 30
Where: St Petersburg Saturday Morning Market
Time: 0900 to 1400
Uniform is Red Cover, Red Detachment shirt and
Black Trousers.


MARINES

Give us mo
ney
and we pro
mise
not to burn
down
your village

Semper Fi!
Thank you
for
your genero
us
donation

Any support you can provide by way of attendance is greatly appreciated by your fellow Marines.

This is the new version of the Donation Board. It is or
latest attempt to encourage folks to be generous with
their donations.
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VA Eliminates Net Worth
Requirement for Health
Care
Submitted by Bob Decker
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has updated the way it determines eligibility for VA
health care benefits, making it easier for many
veterans to get access to the benefits. The VA will
no longer use the veteran's net worth as a factor
to determine eligibility and copayments.
Previously, veterans who did not fit into certain
categories were required to provide their income
and net worth before receiving benefits. Veterans
whose combined income and net worth was
above the limit would have to make copayments
in order to receive health benefits. This meant
that some low-income veterans with a high net
worth were struggling to make copayments.
Under the new rule, implemented in March 2015,
the VA will now only consider a veteran’s gross
household income and deductible expenses from
the previous year. While veterans whose income
exceeds the income thresholds (http://
nationalincomelimits.vaftl.us/) will still be required to pay a copay, the VA estimates that with
the new rule 190,000 veterans will become eligible for reduced health care costs over a five-year
period.
“Everything that we do and every decision we
make has to be focused on the Veterans we
serve,” said VA Secretary Robert A. McDonald in
a press release. “We are working every day to
earn their trust. Changing the way we determine
eligibility to make the process easier for Veterans
is part of our promise to our Veterans.”
For more information about the changes, click
here. (http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/
pressrelease.cfm?id=2684)
For more information about veteran's benefits,
click here. (http://www.elderlawanswers.com/
veterans-benefits)

2015 Detachment Picnic
This year’s Detachment Picnic will be held on
Sunday, June 7 at the Wyoming Antelope Club.
Phil Calhoun is acting coordinator. All Marines
who plan to attend should contact Phil right
away and advise him of the number of folks you
will be bringing and what chow items you can
provide. Email is preferred and his address is
evyphil@verizon.net
Due to the nature of our mission we do not hold
many social events and this is one of them. So
everyone is encouraged to come out and have a
few laughs with your fellow Marines. Who
knows? Maybe another good Okinawa style bar
fight might break out.
Once again The Directors of The Wyoming Antelope Club have agreed to forgive all our passed
transgressions on their range, including the allegations of the use of weapons of excessively large
caliber. The 81 mm mortar was never found so
the charges had to be dropped.
We do extend a sincere “Thank You” to The Wyoming Antelope Club for allowing us to use their
fine facility.
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Our Sponsors

Get ready for the time of your life!
We believe that a PLAN is a powerful tool.

Achieving your long-term financial objectives hinges on having the
right plan - a plan that fits your unique circumstances.
What are your retirement dreams?
What kind of legacy will you leave behind?

Cash Flow & Retirement Planning is our focus

.

Registered Financial Consultant® • Certified Senior Advisor®
Certified Retirement Financial AdvisorTM
Member of NAIFA - National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
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