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TAPS

Next Meeting

It is with regret that
the Department announces the Death of
Marines.

July 12, 2012
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park

Joseph Renna, Spring Hill, Det. #708, 12/30/2011
Robert R. Millen, PFC. Paul E. Ison, Det. #60, 1/8/2012
Roger P. Hall, E.T. Brisson, Det. #63, 4/15/2012
Paul G. Hay, Cpl. Larry E. Smedley, Det. #64
Also

On 13 June, 1/7 Warrior L.Cpl. Taylor Baune was killed
by an IED becoming the 2000th US Casualty in OEF

We promise you won’t have to stand on one of
these….and your Dress Blues will be ready when
you get there.

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and uniform is red shirt, cover and black
trousers. The next service will be held on July 3.
Detachment 54 Clearwater is slated for Honor
Guard duty. As always your presence is appreciated.

If you need a ride, arrangements can be
made by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727)
744-9345 a couple of hours or more before
the meeting and we’ll get you there.
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Report on the June Meeting

Report of Sick:

Officers present

Joe Kelly
Bill Culpepper

Commandant

Phil Calhoun

Sr. Vice

Don “Top” Flick

Jr. Vice

Walt Smyth

Judge Adv.

Phil Kimmel

Phil: Picnic chow was great!

Adjutant/Paym

C.J. Oudendyk

Top: 24 kegs of beer were passed out at the beer

Report of Officers:

Chaplin
Sgt. at Arms

tent.
Bill Culpepper

Walt: Had a great time at the picnic.

Report of Standing Committee:

Awards

Phil Kimmel: Announced a Rose Sale for the weekRecognition of the folks who showed up and
end of June 15-16.
worked at the Oldsmar Beer Run. See Page 4 for a
John Gluck Announced “No Shooting” for the weekreport on the Beer Run.
end of June 15-16.
John Gluck was presented with a detachment cover for all the work he has done providing a New Business:
place for the picnic and getting the shooters a place John Gluck: The gun club is trying to raise money
to shoot.
for a Junior Training Facility by selling bricks with
logo on them. It would be a 25 position building.
The bricks are 4 x 8 for $135.00 and 8 x 8 for
Application for membership:
$295.00Bill Culpepper motioned that we purchase
Ed Lattimer attended with the intention of an 8 x 8 and was seconded by Walt, Phil and everyone in the room.
joining the Detachment. Welcome Ed.

Correspondence:

Good of the League:

We received a letter from Albert Millie showed us a Kbar that she won at the “Frozen
Tamburrinno seeking our vote for him at the up- Chosen” Convention
coming National Convention.
Bob Cannon announced that Stetson University was
We also received a letter from John having a ribbon cutting ceremony for a new office.
Fernandez. He thanked us for our support in his Attorneys for Vets needing help with claims. And
efforts to raise the fund he needed to participate in they will even go to court for the vets needing help
the International Scholar Laureate Program in
Announcements:
China. You can read John’s letter on Page 9.
Phil Calhoun is trying out a new shirt with a light
Minutes of Previous meeting:
material and will give a full report at the next meeting.
Waived
Meeting Adjourned at 19:45
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Detachment #57 Holds Family Picnic
No Reports of Casualties
The Detachment held It’s Family Picnic last May
26 at the Wyoming Antelope Club. There was no rain
but it was still hot so it was a good call to hold the festivities indoors. The hall was ship shape and nicely decked
out and the sound of gun fire from the nearby ranges
provided just the right ambience.
“Top” declared that no defensive perimeter was
needed so the placement of the concertina wire and claymores was belayed.
The grill was fired up and
Bob Morris, Phil Kimmel and Mike Garafalo got started
preparing the chow. The ribs and chicken were excellent,
cooked to the right tenderness and complimented by a
unique sauce that was later identified as napalm.

The Bakery at the Publix located at 38th Ave & 4th St (the
old Albertson’s) donated this beautiful and delicious cake
for all to enjoy. We did!

“CJ” put the touch on Sgt. Grit and they donated
several items including tee shirts, tote bags, rank insignia
badges and books that were all raffled off. The raffle was a
lot of fun especially for some of the kids. The most popular
items seemed to be the “boonie” hats.

Bob, Phil and Mike did a great job behind the grille.

Thanks to Sgt. Grit for their generous donation of Marine
gear for the raffle.
If Sgt. Grit doesn’t have it, Chesty wouldn’t wear it.

Guests formed an orderly chow line.
What? No metal mess trays?

A
Penny ran the raffle and did a great job at it. “Top” made
sure everything stayed on the up and up
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….because freedom isn’t free
Lucky Macias doing what
we came to do. Can’t tell
if that’s rain or sweat. We
poured a boat load of
beer that night and the
pace was relentless. But
we didn’t have to call in
Naval gunfire support

Detachment Supports Dianne at
The Oldsmar Beer Run
Dianne hooked us up to pass out the beer at the
Oldsmar Beer run on Friday , June 8. Phil Calhoun and
Top lead the early contingent to help Dianne get her
gear set up. The main body arrived around 18:00.

The heavy rain caused
the race to be cancelled.
Some of us of thought we
might need Amtracs to
get out of there. We were
all reminded that Marine
means “Sea Solder”.

Heavy rain was the order of the day and it was at
times monsoon like except there was no mud. The rain
caused the race to be cancelled but it did not dampen
the desire of the racers to get into some serious partying.
Between the live band and the 24 kegs of beer we poured
it looked like a pretty good time.
Detachment 57 performed in true Leatherneck
fashion as we constantly handed out beer from 18:00 to
21:00 in the rain without stopping. Doing some math, 24
kegs at 15.5 gallons per keg works out to almost 3000 16
ounce servings.

Here’s Dianne with Mike
Delancey smiling in spite
of the rain. They’re with

The effort paid off well. Between Dianne’s raffle
and our “tip” jars $1100 was raised. Lucky Macias came
up with some great signs to place in front of the tip jars.
Good Thinking Marine!

Timmy King, who
served with Mike in
India 3/3 in Iraq. The
lovely lady next to Tim
is Jordan Baxley, his
girlfriend.

The Commandant was pleased and passed along
a “Well done!” to all hands present.
Penny Weston

Phil Kimmel

Millie Chirkis

Don Bostrum

Dianne Villano

Carey McGiffen

Mike Delancey

Phil Calhoun

Lucky Macias

George Cooper

Don Flick
Thanks go out to Phil Kimmel for driving us up
there in the rain and rush hour traffic. It was appreciated
by us all. Thank Phil!
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Additional scoop from Dianne and SOM
Dianne has asked that I pass along some other
scoop if there was room in the news letter. I think anybody
that does what she does is entitled to unlimited space.
Next race : Top Gun Triathlon will mark 4 years
since my first race. @ 0700, Ft Desoto and contact Phil for
details. Will be needing Marines to man the "Marine"
booth and sell raffle tickets and just hang out and enjoy
the scenery for the 2 ish hours I will be racing. No beer
and no work. I usually cross the finish line
around 9:45. The park is closed to in or outbound traffic
until around 11 (here's the info for your reference: http://
trievent.com/topgun/ )
SOM sent out 42 packages In May to contacts in
8th ESB, MALS 16, 1st LAR 1/8 H&S, Alpha 1/8 , 2/6, 2/9
and Fox 2/5
Thanks for the help of Detachment 57. We raised
$1100 at the Olsmar Beer Run including the $500 we got
from splitting the $1000 from the Race Director

MOTIVATION
Many of us have already seen this photo of Dianne crossing the finish line, something she’s done 65 times. I agree
with “Top “, the least she could have done was carry the
flag right side up!

thanks and a “Well Done” to those who turned
out. Those Marines are “Top” Flick, Don Bostrum,
Phil Kimmel, Mike Garafalo, Paul Hill and George
Cooper. Let’s not forget Phil Calhoun who was the
“prime mover” behind the whole thing. Back at
you Skipper.
There will be another Rose Sale in July at
the Northeast Publix.

Rose Program
The Rose Sale held at the Publix at 4th
Street N and 38th Avenue N was a huge success.
The Commandant reported that $1440 was raised
during the two day event of June 16 & 17.
The Commandant in expressed Special
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LOVE BASEBALL?
Threshers Military Appreciation Night
June 29th
The Clearwater Threshers/Phillies Military and Veterans
Appreciation Night is set for Friday, June 29th. The first $3
of every military ticket purchased will benefit the Tampa
VA’s Haley House and Sand Soldiers of America. The event
starts at 5:30PM at Bright House Field, 601 N. Old Coachman Road, Clearwater. For active duty and former service
members, tickets are $5 for a Field Box ticket or $15 for a
“Hot Corner” ticket that includes a game ticket and
Buffet. Festivities include players wearing special camouflage Threshers jerseys; a jump demonstration by the USSOCOM Parachute Team, the Para-Commandos (the only

joint service parachute demonstration team in the U.S. military); a static display of military vehicles; a swearing in ceremony; video messages from service members; and
more. Also, VISN 8 Outreach staff will be there to provide
benefits assistance and on-site enrollment for Veterans.
A flyer on the event is attached on he last page of the newsletter
For tickets, visit www.ThreshersBaseball.com.

-From Your Friends at VISN 8

Cool picture of the month!
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didn't take it down. Since the story made national
TV, the neighborhood association has rethought its
position and agreed to indulge this old hero who
dwells among them.

Remember the guy who wouldn't take the
flag down?
You might remember a news story several
months ago about a crotchety
old man who defied his homeowners association
and refused to take down
the flagpole on his property and the large flag that
flew on it. Now you can
find out who, exactly, that old man was.

"In the time I have left I plan to continue to
fly the American flag without interference," Barfoot
told The Associated Press. As well he should. And if
any of his neighbors still takes a notion to contest
him, they might want to read his Medal of Honor
citation. It indicates he's not real good at backing
On June 15, 1919, Van T. Barfoot was born in
down.
Edinburg -- probably didn't make much news back
then. Twenty-five years later, on May 23, 1944, near
Carano , Italy , Van T. Barfoot, who had enlisted in Van T. Barfoot's Medal of Honor citation:
the US Army in 1940, set out to flank German maThis 1944 Medal of Honor citation, listed
chine gun positions from which fire was coming
down on his fellow soldiers. He advanced through a with the National Medal of Honor Society, is for Seminefield, took out three enemy machine gun posi- cond Lieutenant Van T. Barfoot, 157th Infantry, 45th
Infantry:
tions and returned with 17 prisoners of war.
If you got this email and didn't pass it on guess what - you deserve to get your butt kicked! I
sent this to you, because I didn't want to get MY
butt kicked.

If that wasn't enough for a day's work, he
later took on and destroyed three German tanks
sent to retake the machine gun positions. That
probably didn't make much news either, given the
scope of the war, but it did earn Van T. Barfoot, who
retired as a colonel after also serving in Korea and
Vietnam , a Congressional Medal of Honor.

WE ONLY LIVE IN THE LAND OF THE FREE...
BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE! AND, BECAUSE OF
OLD MEN LIKE VAN BARFOOT!
Obviously he is not related to anybody in conWhat did make news was a neighborhood
gress!!!
association's quibble with how the 90-year-old vet- Van T. Barfoot died at the age of 92 on 2 March
eran chose to fly the American flag outside his sub- 2012.
urban Virginia home. Seems the rules said a flag
could be flown on a house-mounted bracket, but,
for decorum, items such as Barfoot's 21-foot flagpole were unsuitable.

He had been denied a permit for the pole,
erected it anyway and was facing court action if he
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the same way -- with the union or blue field to the left of the
observer in the street.
 When the flag is displayed on a car, the staff shall be fixed
firmly to the chassis or clamped to the right fender.
 When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so
placed that the union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed
to touch the ground.
When saluting the flag DO the following:



All persons present in uniform (military, police, fire, etc.)
should render the military salute. Members of the armed
forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform may
render the military salute.
 All other persons present should face the flag and stand at
attention with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it
at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
When stowing or disposing of the flag, DO the following:

US Flag Code
The U.S. Flag Code formalizes and unifies the traditional ways in
which we give respect to the flag, also contains specific instructions on how the flag is not to be used.



The following is a list of do’s and don’ts associated with Old Glory, the U.S. Flag.




When displaying the flag, DO the following:
















Display the U.S. flag from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
stationary flagstaffs in the open. When a patriotic effect is
desired the flag may be displayed 24-hours a day if properly
illuminated during the hours of darkness.
When placed on a single staff or lanyard, place the U.S. Flag
above all other flags.
When flags are displayed in a row, the U.S. flag goes to the
observer’s left. Flags of other nations are flown at same
height. State and local flags are traditionally flown lower.
When used during a marching ceremony or parade with other flags, the U.S. Flag will be to the observer’s left.
On special days, the flag may be flown at half-staff. On Memorial Day it is flown at half-staff until noon and then raised.
When flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak
for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The
flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered
for the day. By "half-staff" is meant lowering the flag to onehalf the distance between the top and bottom of the staff.
Crepe streamers may be affixed to spear heads or flagstaffs in
a parade only by order of the President of the United States.
When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it
should be suspended vertically with the union (blue field of
stars) to the north in an east and west street or to the east in
a north and south street.
When the flag is displayed in a manner other than by being
flown from a staff, it should be displayed flat, whether indoors or out. When displayed either horizontally or vertically
against a wall, the union (blue field of stars) should be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to the observer's
left. When displayed in a window it should be displayed in





Fold in the traditional triangle for stowage, never wadded up.
 The VFW offers the following instructions for properly
disposing of a worn flag:
The flag should be folded in its customary manner.
It is important that the fire be fairly large and of sufficient
intensity to ensure complete burning of the flag.
Place the flag on the fire.
The individuals) can come to attention, salute the flag, recite
the Pledge of Allegiance and have a brief period of silent reflection.
After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should then
be safely extinguished and the ashes buried.
Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire codes
or ordinances.

Quick list of Flag Etiquette Don’ts:











Don’t dip the U.S. Flag for any person, flag, or vessel.
Don’t let the flag touch the ground.
Don’t fly flag upside down unless there is an emergency.
Don’t carry the flag flat, or carry things in it.
Don’t use the flag as clothing.
Don’t store the flag where it can get dirty.
Don’t use it as a cover.
Don’t fasten it or tie it back. Always allow it to fall free.
Don’t draw on, or otherwise mark the flag.
Don’t use the flag for decoration. Use bunting with the blue on
top, then white, then red.
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