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TAPS

Next Meeting

It is with regret that
the Department announces the Death of
Marines.

August 9, 2012
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park

Shirley Beaupre, E.J. Medeiros Sr. Det. #950 on 10-Jul-12
Halger Rust, Malcom B. Maclean Det. 1144, no date
John James Canty, Roy S. Geiger Det. #1047 on 8-Jun-12
Ruth M. Madeiros, E.J. Medeiros Sr. Det. #950 on 12-Jun-12

“May They Rest in Peace”

“Hey jackwagon! Put down that beer and the pizza and
get over to the next meeting of Detachment 57!”

Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and uniform is red shirt, cover and black
trousers.
The next service will be held on August 7. As always your presence is appreciated.

If you need a ride, arrangements can be
made by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727)
744-9345 a couple of hours or more before
the meeting and we’ll get you there.

The service held on July 3 was very well attended
by Detachment 57. No official count was taken
but there were at least 10 members present.
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Report on the June Meeting

Report of the Sick:

Officers present

Bill Chirkis has been moved to hospice care. Our
prayers are with Bill.

Commandant

Phil Calhoun

Sr. Vice

Don “Top” Flick

Report of Officers:

Jr. Vice

No Officer’s report this month

Judge Adv.

Phil Kimmel

Adjutant/Paym

C.J. Oudendyk

Chaplin

Joe Kelly

Report of Standing Committee:

Sgt. at Arms

Bill Culpepper

Phil Kimmel: Announced a Rose Sale for the weekend of June 15-16.

Awards

New Business:

None this month
Application for membership:

Phil Calhoun notified us of an individual
who is interested in possibly starting up a Ladies
Auxiliary. Phil asked the Detachment to check with
their wives to see if there was any interest in such
an activity

None this month

Minutes of Previous meeting:
Waived

John Gluck reported that our “Brick” at the
Wyoming Antelope Club is being made. He also
announced that we will shoot next Sat. July 21 at
10:00 a.m.

Correspondence:
We received a letter from National in regards to sending a delegation to the convention in
Mobile Alabama. A motion was made and passed
to send a delegation.

Good of the League:

Notification from Yemassee South Carolina
about their plans to hold a reunion for all Marines
who passed through the train station there on
route to Parris Island. The reunion will be held in
October 2012.

Two new Presentation Boards were unveiled. These will be used at our Rose Sales. The
Boards were provided by Coop because he got
tired of looking at that old worn out picture of
Phil that always shows up at our fund raisers.

Mike Jernigan from Southeast Guide Dogs
has given the Detachment the opportunity to
name a Guide Dog. All we need do was send a list
of names and they would draw one at random.
Our list included names such as Fideles, Claymore,
Short Round, Gunner, Top, Doc and Chesty.

….continued on Page 3

The Detachment voted to send $500 to
Southeast Guide Dogs
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Good of the League:
….continued from Page 2
John Fernandez gave a great talk on his recent trip to China. He spoke of the food which was
often identified as ”Chicken & Pork”. He described
meeting people from a company that competes
with Apple for the computer business over there.
He toured the “Birds Nest”, the Olympic Stadium
and the Great Wall. He told us about Green Tea
and High Speed rail. John visited HunJo, the most
beautiful city in China.
In closing he stated that China was more
about helping each other rather than working with
us.
He also presented The Commandant with
an inscribed picture of his trip plus a “Thank You”
card for each member.
John is a fine representative of the Marine
Corps and the Marine Corps League. We are
proud to have him as a member of our detachment.

Rose Program
The Rose Sale of July 14-15 was successful.
The Detachment collected $873 and a Florida Lotto ticket for the drawing of Wed. July 18. The
numbers were 4-7-10-17-48-50. This turned out
not to be a winning ticket. But having been in the
“Corps” we’ve all gotten used to hearing the phrase
“better luck next time”.
The Commandant extends appreciation
and a “Well Done!” to the Marines who turned out
to help.







Doc Errico gave a little talk about his trip
to D.C. on memorial day and his attempt to visit
“The Wall”.

Announcements:
Mike Vitel mentioned announced the bowling tournament at Sunrise Lanes on Aug. 24 & 25.
Our detachment is donating a $50.00 prize. All are
invited to come on out and watch the competition.
Dianne Villano announced that there was
to be a “Top Gun Run” at 0700 on the 28th of July
at Fort Desoto and volunteers are needed to sell
raffle tickets. (Plans to sell raffle tickets were later
cancelled.)
Meeting adjourned at 19:50.
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Bob Decker
Mike Garafalo
Phil Kimmel
Top Flick
Phil Calhoun
George Cooper

….because freedom isn’t free

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Although Dianne will be competing in the
Top Gun Run at Fort Desoto Park on July 28 she
will not be selling raffle at the event.
All we need do is show up and cheer on
Dianne.
Dianne after the race. Although it may look like she
spent some time in the pool, that’s really the result of the
brutal humidity.

Dianne’s July race activity!
Dianne and our Commandant Phil Calhoun participated in a Midnight race in Dunedin
this passed July 3. As might well be imagined the
humidity was very high and made race conditions
brutal. She finished 11/12 for her age group in the
10K event.
Phil claims to have finished 6/14 in his age
group for the 5K event.
Many in the Detachment think he either
lied about his age or he used a motorized power
chair.

Dianne at the “Peaceful Warrior” booth

Dianne with the mobile photo gallery of “her” Marines.
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Coop’s
Corner

Our entrenching tools made muffled noises as we
scooped foxholes out of the jungle floor. It was like digging into a compost heap ten thousand years old. Beneath this perfection of corruption lay a dark rich loam.
We had barely finished when night fell, abruptly, blackly,
like a shade drawn swiftly down from the jungle roof to
the jungle floor. We slipped into the foxholes. We lay
down and waited.

...an occasional feature for
the Editor to share random
items with the Detachment
I wish to thank the members who have taken the time to pass along positive comments on
the quality of the news letter.

It was darkness without time. It was impenetrable darkness. To the right and left of me rose those terrible formless things of my imagination, which I could not
see because there was no light. I could not see, but I
dared not close my eyes lest the darkness crawl beneath
my eyelids and suffocate me. I could only hear. My ears
became my being and I could hear the specks of life that
crawled beneath my clothing, the rotting of the great tree
which rose from it’s three trunk above me. I could hear
the darkness gathering against me and the silences that
lay between the moving things.

In an effort to make the news letter more
useful, informative and occasionally entertaining,
suggestions and constructive comments from the
members are welcome.
If there is something you’d like to see let me
know.
Semper Fi!

I could hear the enemy everywhere about me,
whispering to each other and calling my name. I lay open
-mouthed and half-mad beneath the giant tree. I had not
looked into it’s foliage before the darkness and now I fancied it infested with Japanese. Everything and all the
world became my enemy, and soon my body betrayed me
and became my foe. My leg became a creeping Japanese,
and then the other leg. My arms too and then my head.

Coop
What follows is an excerpt from the book
“Helmet for my Pillow” by Robert Leckie. Mr. Leckie enlisted in the Marine Corps shortly after Pearl Harbor and
served with the 1st Marine Division in all of it’s WWII
campaigns except Okinawa.
This particular narrative takes place in the early
days of the Guadalcanal campaign. His description of a
night in the jungle was so vivid it gave me the “willies”.

My heart was alone. It was me. I was my heart.
It lay quivering, I lay quivering, in that rotten
hole while the darkness gathered and all creation conspired for my heart.

It was still light when we left the airstrip and

How long? I lay for an eternity. There was no
time. Time had disintegrated in that black void. There
was only emptiness, and that is Something; there was
only being, there was only consciousness.

stepped into the gloom of the jungle. It was as though
one had walked from a lighted, busy street into the murk
and silence of a church except that here there was no
reverence or smell of candle-grease, but the beginning of
dread and the odor of corruption.

Like the light that come up suddenly in a darkened theatre, daylight came quickly. Dawn came, and so
myself came back to myself. I could see the pale out lines
of my comrades to right and left, and I marveled to see
how tame my tree could be, how unforbidding could be
it’s branches.

We were told off at staggered intervals of about
10 yards. I Have no idea how many men were on the patrol, perhaps slightly more than a hundred of us, of
which some thirty would have been from H Company.
We never knew such things. All that we knew was that in
front of us lay the dark and moving jungle and quite
probably the enemy, behind us the airfield in which reposed absolutely all of Guadalcanal’s military value.

I know now why men light fires.
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Cool picture of the month!

Picture taken at the National Cemetery in Minneapolis , MN on a June morning - as it appeared in the Minneapolis Star/Tribune.
Talk about a picture being worth a thousand words! It says everything .
This could become an official Memorial Day, 4th of July and/or Veterans Day remembrance photo;
“Our symbol standing guard”.
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August

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
DETACHMENT 57

EVENT CALENDER

2012
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

1950

Fri

Sat

3

4

The 1st Provisional Marine Brigade landed at
Pusan, Korea one month
after being alerted

5

7

1847 7
6
Marines led by Lt
Col. S.E. Swanson
began their march
on the “Halls of Montezuma” in Mexico.

8

9

1937

Marine Corps League
authorized by Congress

10

11

DETACHMENT
MEETING
19:00

BAY PINES
SERVICES
15:00

1918 13
12
Enlistment of women
into to the Marine
Corps Reserve is authorized by the Secretary of the Navy.

1945
14
Unconditional surrender of Japan is
announced by President Truman. V-J
Day.

15

16

17
1942
Marine Raiders land
on Makin Atoll.

1965
18
964 Viet Cong are
killed by Marines during Operation Starlite
in the Republic of
South Viet Nam.

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27
1893 28
Tidal wave strikes
Parris Island SC..

29

30

Our Sponsors
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