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Next Meeting

TAPS

Thursday, July 9
At 19:00
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park
There were no announcements of the passing of Marines
this month from
The Department of Florida
Marine Corps League

but let us not forget.
6845 American Service Personnel who made the ultimate
sacrifice in Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan

“May They Rest in Peace”
A demonstration of ordinance handling procedures is
tentatively scheduled. Come to the next meeting and be
sure to bring your own ear plugs.

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made
by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345
a couple of hours or more before the meeting
and we’ll get you there.
Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and
black trousers. As always your presence is appreciated.

Next Service

If you need a ride give us a call.
Someone will pick you up.

Tuesday, July 7, 2013 at 15:00
Bay Pines National Cemetery
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We have the same re-elected officers, our new
District 7 Vice is Top Flick who is the past Commandant of Detachment 57.
With that let's look forward to the future months
together as we grow and become more involved
in our communities, by doing good and finding
other Marines to join our ranks. Thanks to all of
you that continue support us as you attend the
monthly meetings and share your time for the
good of the League.
S/F Penny

The straight scoop from
Commandant Weston
Well Marines it has been a terrific 2 months for
our Detachment!!
Some continue to serve at our monthly Memorial
Services at Bay Pines, many thanks to you Marines.
Thanks to our new Marines at our Saturday Market fundraisers, Marines Don Gillis has been
such a super charged new member and of course
Marine Decker is the glue that connects the dots
for us, S/F Marine.

Welcome Aboard
At The June meeting, two Marines were sworn
as new members of our Detachment. They are
Don Gillis and JD Pate. Both of these Marines
have shown to be fine additions to the group as
they jumped right in and become steady and enthusiastic volunteers at all of the fundraisers.

Thanks to Marines Phil Calhoun and John Gluck
for the Picnic success, of course Mike Garafalo
and Bob Morris are the reason we eat so well
from the grill. Thanks to the few Marines and
their families for showing up. We hope to try
April next year and a Saturday to see if the cooler
weather and day will get the lead out of our
members so they will join us. Thanks to Sgt. Grit
and the Antelope Club.

The entire staff of “The Scuttlebutt” extends a
hearty “Well Done!” to Don and JD. Thank you
for all you do for Detachment 57.
Semper Fi!

June thus far has been outstanding for our
Rose/Star fundraising program. Many thanks for
the Marines that stepped up for Publix weekend,
wow $2700!!!!!!! We have another one scheduled
in July well other members to step up for just a
couple of hours on July 11 and 12.

Don Gillis

Florida State Marine Convention was pretty
much a bust, same old same old. No new earth
shattering news on the debacle at the National
level. No stand taken by our Department Commandant regarding the crap at National.
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Active Committees
Star Sale Fundraisers
Don Gillis (Saturday Market)
Bob Decker (Saturday Market)
Veterans Salute Car and Truck Show
CJ Oudendyk, Bob Decker, George Cooper
Marine of the Year Committee
CJ Oudendyk , Phil Calhoun,
George Cooper
Scout Committee
Don Bostrom , Dave Speegle
Birthday Ball
Top Flick , Jerry Wilkes, George Cooper
Newsletter Editor
George Cooper
Firing Range Contact
John Gluck

We have a Star Sale Fundraiser scheduled:
Place: Publix-4th Street Station
3700 4th Street, St Petersburg
(The old Albertsons)
Date: July 11 and 12, from 0900 to 1700
Uniform is Red Cover, Red Detachment shirt and
Black Trousers or Black Shorts. No sandals or
shower shoes please. See Bob Decker to get on
the duty roster.

Pistol Raffle
Even though the drawing is not until November it
is not too early to get out and sell tickets for the
Pistol Raffle. If each Marine on the roster sold 5
tickets we would be well along to having another
successful fundraiser. Our web site now has all
the details as well as the explanation of the upgrade options. www.stpetemcl.org/2015-pistolraffle/

If your are inclined to volunteer to help out
with any of these efforts feel free to contact
the Marines listed.

Veterans Salute Car and Truck Show
Arrangements have been concluded with Premium Productions and we await the final approval
from the Provost Office at St Pete College for the
Veterans Salute Car and Truck Show. When we
get the approval it will be up to the Marines of
the Detachment to got out and sell 86 Trophy
Sponsorships. The show will be scheduled for
Saturday Nov. 8 at the St Pete College, Seminole
Campus. More information should be available at
the July meeting and watch the web site.

Become Famous !
Do you want to be famous and have your picture
published in this award winning and widely read
newsletter and maybe the cover of Rolling Stone
magazine? It’s easy. All you need do is actively
support any or all of the Detachment’s fund raising activities. All it would cost is a little of your
time and we sure could use the help. Your fellow
Marines would be most grateful.

We’re not sure when the “Beverage” Committee
was formed or who the Chairman is but it does
seem to be the one activity for which there is no
shortage of “volunteers”.
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mor. CJ showed us what “situational awareness
was all about. You can’t get much by an old tanker. When one man walked by and said “I was in
the Navy” CJ calmly said “Thanks for the ride”.

June 20/21 Fundraiser a Huge Success
Article inspired by true stories as related by Bob
Decker
Displaying the endless charm that only Marines
possess, the Jarheads of Detachment 57 tapped
into the generosity of Northeast Publix customers
and raised over $2700 in
donations at the recent
2 day Fundraiser.

Another lady approached our group and
squealed “ I just love The Marines. I just have to
give you all a hug” and she proceeded to do so.
After which she stuffed some cash in the jar. Having been inspired by the incident, JD Pate and
Coop devised a possible new fundraising technique: “Hug a Marine for a dollar”

Ken Friend, who was
there most of both days
gave us all a lesson on
Ken Friend
how to engage folks who
might otherwise ignore us. There wasn’t an individual who passed by Ken who didn’t leave with a
smile on their face. Ken’s approach was a training
session in “It’s not what you say, it’s how you say
it.

The other Marines present were no less enthusiastic, productive, charming or entertaining.
Those Marines were:

No one got passed Don
Bostrom without being
approached and asked
for a donation. Don’s
batteries never seemed
to be less than fully
charged. He apDon Bostrom
proached a lady who
informed him that her father was a Marine and
he had passed away only 2 hours previously. Always the gentleman, Don simply gave the lady a
hug and expressed sympathy. In gratitude, the
lady placed $50 in the
donation jar.
CJ Oudendyk performed
admirably as the morale
booster after Ken left.
CJ Oudendyk
Always upbeat and positive CJ kept everyone on their toes with his hu5

Bob Decker

JD Pate

Mike Cashman

Don Gillis

Phil Calhoun

George Cooper
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The name will give a unique identity to the
Marines' branch of U.S. Special Operations
Command, which includes special forces from
the U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines. The
Marines' Special Operations Command, known
as MARSOC, was formed more than a decade
ago as part of the global fight against terrorism.

Marine Raiders: Special ops units
to wear resurrected WWII name
By Jonathan Drew Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The Army has the Green
Berets, while the Navy is known for the SEALs.
Now, an elite branch of the U.S. Marine Corps
will officially be known as Raiders.

"Whereas most people in the American public
probably wouldn't have been able to tell you
what MARSOC stood for, 'Raider' will jump off
the page," said Ben Connable, a military and
intelligence analyst at the nonprofit research
agency RAND Corporation.

The Marines will rename several special operations units as Marine Raiders at a ceremony Friday, resurrecting a moniker made famous by
World War II units that carried out risky amphibious and guerrilla operations. The exploits
of the original Marine Raiders -- who pioneered
tactics used by present-day special forces -were captured in books and movies including
"Gung Ho!" in 1943 and "Marine Raiders" in
1944.

After Friday, the formal names of eight units
comprising some 2,700 Marines will include
"Marine Raider." Representatives from the units
will gather in formation with their commanders
to unveil their new battle colors while renaming
citations are read.
In a news release, the Marine Corps said the renaming will give commanders a shorthand way
to refer to special operations Marines, similar to
the labels "Green Beret" or "SEAL," in what it
called "an official identity."
Connable, the military analyst, said special operations Marines carry out raids on insurgents
or terrorists, conduct deep reconnaissance and
train foreign military -- similar to their special
operations counterparts in other branches.
Marines in MARSOC must pass a selection process that includes grueling swims and hikes, as
well as specialized combat training.

This January, 1944, file photo shows U.S. Marine Raiders posing in
front of a Japanese stronghold they conquered at Cape Totkina,
Bougainville in the Solomon Islands. From now on, an elite branch
of the U.S. Marine Corps will officially be known as Raiders, similar
to names like Army Green Berets and Navy SEALs. The Marines will
rename several special operations units Marine Raiders at a ceremony on Friday, June 19, 2015. The move resurrects a moniker used
by famous World War II units that carried out risky amphibious
and guerrilla operations. (AP Photo/File) (AP)

Some Marines have worn the Raider emblems
unofficially since 2003 when the branch's first
present-day special operations unit was activated for a deployment to Iraq.

Continued on the next page
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ing Chinese guerrillas, and were given their pick
of men and equipment, according to Marine
historians.

Marine Raiders: Special ops units
to wear resurrected WWII name
Continued from previous page

Raider units were credited with beating larger
Japanese forces on difficult terrain in the Pacific
and they participated in key battles including
Guadalcanal and Bougainville. They were disbanded toward the end of the war and the Raider name hasn't been used in an official capacity
since, said Capt. Barry Morris, a U.S. Marines
spokesman.

Connable said the resurrection of the Raider
name was a positive move because it will tie a
group set apart from the rest of the branch into
the history of some of the most famous Marines. He said MARSOC wasn't initially popular
with some Marines because of the branch's famous "esprit de corps" that includes pride in
the group and the concept that all members are
elite to begin with.

"What the name 'Raider' does, it harkens back
to the legacy that the Marine Corps has latched
onto and has drawn a lot from, both in an esoteric and practical sense," Connable said. "It is a
remarkable legacy."

"The whole idea of 'special Marines' is unpalatable to Marines in general," said Connable, a retired Marine officer.

In this Jan. 30, 1944, image provided by the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S.
Mariner Raiders capture a Japanese stronghold at Bougainville in
the Solomon Islands. From now on, an elite branch of the U.S. Marine Corps will officially be known as Raiders, similar to names like
Army Green Berets and Navy SEALs. The Marines will rename several special operations units Marine Raiders at a ceremony on Friday, June 19, 2015. The move resurrects a moniker used by famous
World War II units that carried out risky amphibious and guerrilla
operations. (AP Photo/U.S. Marine Corps, File) (AP)

During World War II, the Raiders were organized in response to President Franklin Roosevelt's desire to have a commando-style force
that could conduct amphibious raids and operate behind enemy lines. Raider commanders
studied unconventional warfare tactics, includ7
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Everything I Ever Needed To Know About
Life, I Learned As A Marine Tanker In Viet
Nam
Submitted by CJ Oudendyk
A compilation of one liners from the era. No
credit is taken. I just hope that other Marines will
appreciate the humor
 Once you are in a fight, it is way too late to
wonder if this is a good idea.


The Tanker’s “Principle of War” is not to die
for your country. It is to make the enemy
S.O.B. die for his.



Tanks are Cool!
It is a fact that tank tracks are instinctively
drawn to mines, deep mud, etc. While it may
be possible to ward off this natural event
some of the time, it cannot, despite the best
efforts of the crew, always be prevented. It’s
just what they do.
NEVER get into a fight without more ammunition than the other guy.
Combat Golden Rule: Check head space and
timing BEFORE the fight.
Tank radios will fail when receiving a “no fire”
order from HQ.








A billfold in your hip pocket can numb your
leg and be a real pain in the ass.



Cover your BUDDY so he can be around to
cover you.
Letters from home are not always great.





















The madness of war can extract a heavy toll.
Please have exact change.
Share everything. Yes, even the Pound Cake.
Decisions made by someone over your head
may not always be in your best interest.
The further you are away from your friends,
the less likely they will be able to help you
when you really need them the most.

Sometimes being good and lucky is not
enough .
There is always payback.
“Chicken Plates” (Protective Body Armor) are
not something you order in a restaurant.
If everything is as clear as a bell and everything is going exactly as planned, you are
about to be surprised.
The BSR (Bang Stare Red) Theory states the
louder the sudden bang in a tank, the quicker
your eyes will be drawn to the gauges. The
longer you stare at the gauges, the less time it
takes for them to move from green to red.
It does get cold in Viet Nam.
No matter what you do, the bullet with your
name on it will get you. So too can the ones
addressed “To Whom it May Concern”.
If the rear echelon troops are happy, the front
line troops probably don’t have what they
need.
If you are wearing body armor, they will probably miss that part.



It hurts less to die with a uniform on, than to
die in a hospital bed.




Happiness is a Main Tank Gun.
If something hasn’t broken on your tank, it’s
about to.



Combat pay is a flawed concept.

Continued on the next page
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Everything I Ever Needed To Know About
Life, I Learned As A Marine Tanker In Viet
Nam
Continued from the previous page











Eat when you can. Sleep when you can,. Shit
when you can. The next opportunity may not
come for a log time, if ever.
Having all your body parts in place and functioning at the end of the day beats the alternative.
Tank superiority is Not a luxury.
If you are allergic to lead, it is best to avoid
war zones.
It is considered poor form to run out of fuel,
ammo and ideas at the same time.
When you shoot your gun, clean it the first
chance you get.

C-Rations are better than no food at all and
are preferable cold rice balls even if they do
have bits of fish in them.



WHAT is often more important than WHY.
If you grab the S.O.B.by the balls, their hearts
and minds will follow.
Boxes of cookies from home MUST be shared.
Girlfriends are fair game. Wives are not.







Loud sudden noises in a tank will get your
attention.
Hot garrison chow (no matter how bad) is
better than hot C-Rations which in turn are
better than cold C-Rations.














Everybody’s a hero….on the ground….at the
club….after the fourth drink.
There is no such thing as a small fire fight.





A “Free Fire” Zone has nothing to do with
economics.





The further you drive into “Indian” country,
the louder strange engine noises become.
You can try but you cannot drive a tank
through a 1,000 lb. bomb crater.










Medals are OK, but having all your friends in
one piece at the end of the day is better.
Being shot hurts.
“Pucker Factor” is the formal name of the
equation that states the more hairy a situation is, the more seat cushion will be sucked
up your asshole. I can be expressed by the
mathematical formula of S (Suction) + H
(Hull exposure from Defilade) + I (Interest in
staying alive) + T (Number of RPGs coming
your way) = SHIT. This is the term used when
a high Pucker Factor is encountered.
Thousand of Viet Nam veterans earned medals for bravery everyday. Some were actually
awarded.
Nomex is NOT fireproof.
There is only one rule in war: When you win
you get to make the rules.
Living and dying can both hurt a lot.
Do not wear underwear. It can cause crotch
rot and can be used as evidence against you.
While a Super Sabot can be considered ne of
the essentials of life, powdered eggs cannot.
C-$ can make a dull day fun.
Cocoa Powder is neither.
There is no such thing as a fair fight, only
those you win.

Continued on the next page
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Everything I Ever Needed To Know About
Life, I Learned As A Marine Tanker In Viet
Nam
Continued from the previous page


Nobody cares what you did yesterday or what
you plan to do tomorrow.



What’s important is what you are doing NOW
to solve the problem.
If you have extra, share quickly.




It’s OK to take stuff off the body of a buddy
‘cause you know he would have wanted you to
have it anyway.



Always make sure somebody has a P38.
A sucking chest would may be God’s way of
telling you its time to go home.
Prayer may not help. But it sure as hell can’t
hurt.











Riding on a tank is better than walking. Walking is better than crawling. All of these are
better however than extraction by a Med Evac
chopper.
If everyone does not come home than none of
the rest of us can fully come home.
Do not fear for they can only take your life.
Fear the Press for they will steal your honor.
A “Grunt” is the true reason for the existence
of the tank. Every tank in Viet Nam had one
real purpose: to help the Grunt. It is unfortunate that many tanks never had the opportunity to fulfill their one true mission in life
simply because someone forgot this fact,
“You have the right to remain silent” is always
excellent advise.



If you have not been there or done that you
probably will not understand most of these.



Semper Fi!
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Our Sponsors

Get ready for the time of your life!
We believe that a P LAN is a powerful too l.

Achieving your long-term financial objectives hinges on having the
right plan - a plan that fits your unique circumstances.
What ar e your r etir ement dreams ?
What kind o f leg acy will you leave behind?

Cash Flow & Retirement Planning is our focus

.

Registered Financial Consultant® • Certified Senior Advisor®
Certified Retirement Financial AdvisorTM
Member of NAIFA - National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
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