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Detachment 57, Officers for 2017 

Commandant George Cooper cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 

Sr. Vice 
Commandant 

Don Bostrom donabos1@gmail.com 

Jr. Vice 
Commandant 

Eric Hopkins ehop14@yahoo .com 

Judge Advocate Bob Morris bobmor501@gmail.com 

Adjutant 
/Paymaster 

Bob Decker bdecker@bdeckerassociates.com 

Sgt at Arms Mike Garafalo raesg@msn.com 

Chaplain Ed Pringle eddiepringle@yahoo.com 

Check us out at stpetemcl.org 

Our Next Scheduled Meeting 
Thursday May 11 at 7:00 pm 

VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 
 

If you need a ride to the meeting, arrange-

ments can be made by contacting George 

Cooper at (727) 415-9315 a couple of hours or 

more before the meeting and we’ll get you 

there. 
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Rose Sale 
The Detachment held a Rose Sale at the Saturday 

Morning Market of St Petersburg on Saturday 

April 1. The early rising setup team was done by 

8:30 and we were ready to roll. 

The weather was  as beautiful as you can get on a 

Spring day in Florida.  The take for the day  was 

not what we had come to expect from the  traffic 

at the Market . We did however meet up with a 

couple of potential new members which should 

be OK if Eric doesn’t scare them away. 

The Noodle Kitchen and Market had the booth 

across and was generous enough to provide us all 

with free chow, which was very tasty. 

 

Eagle Scout Courts of Honor 
We have requests to present Good Citizenship 

awards at the following Eagle Courts of Honor 

April 30th - Luke Markus, starting at 5 PM at his 

family's home at 1750 Pinellas Point Dr. South in 

St. Petersburg 

May 17th - Carson Crockett, starting at 7 PM at 

First United Methodist Church located on Second 

Ave north between fourth and third streets in St. 

Petersburg. 

Contact Tim Bulu at thomaspbjr@outlook.com 

 

Detachment Picnic 

This is where a report on the Detachment Picnic 

would be, had there been one. It would have in-

cluded many lovely photos of folks enjoying them 

selves. But such is not the case because we had to 

cancel the picnic. 

The folks at The Noodle Kitchen & Market were 
very kin d to us at  the Rose Sale. Go by some 
time and  get some of their great food. 

Free chow makes everybody smile. Left to right is Eric 

Hopkins, Penny Weston, Eddie Pringle, Bob Decker and 

an unidentified weirdo. Not pictured is Walt Smyth. 
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Things you might like to know.  

Last Thursday, April 27, Top Flick departed St 

Pete to go live with family in Muncie IN. It is not 

clear when he might return, but in the mean time 

the detachment will miss a fine Marine and we 

thank him for all he has done. 

I still think the ground should open up and swal-

low all Drill Instructors. 

 

At the April meeting Wil Bicknel was installed as 

a new member of the detachment. Please join the 

entire staff of the Scuttlebutt in welcoming Wil. 

Lets please not scare him off like all the others. 

 

At the VA Stand Down Penny Weston handed out 

bottled water and bus passes to those I need. Well 

done Penny and thanks for representing the De-

tachment. 

 

We now have a volunteer committee consisting of 

George Blick and Brandon Robinson. Their task it 

will be to evaluate charities before the detach-

ment votes to make donations. This should save 

some hassle at meetings. 

 

Given the high level of interest in conducting ac-

tivities in conjunction with Detachment 54, Walt 

Daly and J.D. Pate have volunteered to act as liai-

son with 54 and come up with some possibilities. 

Maybe we could bring back jousting. 

 

The eternal gratitude of his fellow Marines is ex-

tended to J.D. Pate for his efforts to organize a 

detachment picnic. Thank you an well done. 

 

 

How to survive a heart attack when 

alone?   
Since many people are alone when they suffer 

a heart attack without help, the person whose 

heart is beating  improperly and who  

begins to feel faint, has only about 10 seconds left 

before losing consciousness. 

However, these victims can help themselves by 

coughing repeatedly and very vigorously. 

A deep breath should be taken before each cough, 

and the cough must be deep and prolonged, as 

when producing sputum from deep inside the 

chest.  A breath and a cough must be repeated 

about every two seconds without let-up un-

til help arrives, or until the heart is felt to be 

beating normally again. 

Deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and  

coughing movements squeeze the heart and keep 

the blood  circulating. The squeezing pressure on 

the heart also helps it to regain a normal rhythm. 

In this way, heart attack victims can 

get help or to a hospital.  

A cardiologist says If everyone who gets  this 

email, & kindly sends it to 10 people, you can bet 

that we'll save at least one life.  
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A Tidbit of Naval History 

The U.S.S. Constitution (Old Ironsides—even 

though she was made of oak), as a combat vessel, 

carried 48,600 gallons of fresh water for her 

crew of 475 officers and men. This was sufficient 

to last six months of sustained operations at sea. 

She carried no evaporators (i.e. fresh water dis-

tillers). However, let it be noted that according to 

her ship's log, "On July 27, 1798, the U.S.S. Con-

stitution sailed from Boston with a full comple-

ment of 475 officers and men,  

48,600 gallons of fresh water,  

7,400 cannon shot,  

11,600 pounds of black powder and  

79,400 gallons of rum." 

Her mission: "To destroy and harass English ship-

ping." 

 

Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took on 826 

pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum. Then 

she headed for the Azores , arriving there 12 No-

vember.. She provisioned with 550 pounds of 

beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine. 

On 18 November, she set sail for England .  

In the ensuing days she defeated five British men-

of-war ships, and captured and scuttled 12 Eng-

lish merchant ships, salvaging only the 

rum aboard each. 

 

By 26 January, her powder and shot were ex-

hausted.  

Nevertheless, although unarmed she made a 

night raid up the Firth of Clyde in Scotland .. Her 

landing party captured a whisky distillery and 

transferred 40,000 gallons of single malt 

Scotch aboard by dawn. Then she headed home. 

 

The U. S. S. Constitution arrived in Boston on 20 

February 1799,  

with no cannon shot,  

no food,  

no powder, 

no rum,  

no wine,  

no whisky,  

and 38,600 gallons of water.  

 

Disclaimer: None of this o course has been veri-

fied as accurate, but it came from a navy guy so 

readers may draw their own conclusions. 

 


