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Our Next Scheduled Meeting
Thursday May 10, at 7:00 pm
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park
If you need a ride to the meeting, arrangements can be made by contacting George
Cooper at (727) 415-9315 a couple of hours or
more before the meeting and we’ll get you
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Service for the Unattended
Tuesday May 1 at 3:00 pm
At Bay Pines National Cemetery
All hands are requested to attend and render
honors.
Uniform is Red cap and shirt, black trousers.
Contact: Bob Cannon
bobusmc25@juno.com

Saturday Shoot
Saturday, May 19 at 10:00 am
Wyoming Antelope Club
Contact: John Gluck
guntchr1@tampabay.rr.com

The Scuttlebutt is edited by
George Cooper
cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com

Detachment 57, Officers for 2017
Commandant
Sr. Vice
Commandant
Jr. Vice
Commandant
Judge Advocate
Adjutant
/Paymaster
Sgt at Arms

George Cooper

cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com

J.D. Pate

jdp_39@yahoo.com

Eric Hopkins

ehop14@yahoo .com

Bob Morris

bobmor501@gmail.com

Bob Decker

bdecker@bdeckerassociates.com

Mike Garafalo

raesg@msn.com

Chaplain

Ed Pringle

eddiepringle@yahoo.com
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fied that he can simultaneously walk and chew
gum and on a good day he can see lightning and
hear thunder.
J.D. also should be recognized for his volunteer
work mentoring veterans through the courts. And
Bob Cannon, our VAVS coordinator continues his
volunteer work at hospice at Bay Pines. Neither of
those jobs can be easy and both require a special
kind of person.

“The Scoop from Coop”
To: All St Pete Leathernecks
This Spring has been eventful for the Detachment. So far this year we have completed 4 Rose
Sales. Our target goals were exceeded at all of
them. This I’m sure is due solely to the charm of
our Marines. Well done to those who turned out.
It seems I keep saying “Thank you” and “Well
Done” to the same Marines each time we have a
sale but it would be great to see some additional
but different faces. Bob (aka “The Crusher”)
Decker doesn’t have anymore Rose Sales scheduled until the end of September but that’s no reason to “slack off”. Your help will still be needed.

Dave Speegle forges on with his stewardship of
Venture Crew 396 which the detachment sponsors. This group is for disadvantaged kids and
Dave keeps them busy.
We’ve also handed out 6 Good Citizenship
Awards to Boy Scouts who have achieved the rank
of Eagle. The Eagle Courts of Honor are enjoyable
events and we’ve always been warmly welcomed.
We are always impressed with the conduct of the
Scouts. All Detachment members are invited to
join Tim Bulu and I for the next Eagle Court of
Honor. Check the Event Calendar on our web
site.

This Summer our annual car show will be on
deck for our attention. All hands will once again
be asked to get out and sell sponsorships and we
still have Certificates of Appreciation to deliver.
So polish up that Leatherneck charm and prepare
to engage the public.

I would encourage members to attend The Dept.
of Florida Convention coming this June 7. The
detachment will help out with expenses. Here’s a
chance to let folks who “The St Pete Leathernecks” are.

The Detachment was able to provide financial
assistance to 2 Marines who were in extreme
need of expensive car repairs. Bob Decker had the
idea of getting with local auto repair shops who
are friendly to veterans and set up a loosely
structured network. We could then utilize those
shops to help other vets with a similar need. Our
Marines could be talking with the shops while
they’re out selling car show sponsorships.

Our meeting attendance is good. As always I’m
asking you all to recruit Marines as new members
as the opportunities present themselves. Quite
frankly many of us are tired of hearing the same
“sea stories” and we’d like to hear some different
ones.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at Thursday’s meeting.

As most of you already know, J.D. Pate is our new
Sr. Vice Commandant. I’m sure JD will do a fine
job and I can attest to his skills. It has been veri-

Semper Fi!
Coop
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Rose Sale Report
The Detachment recently conducted 2 very successful Rose Sales. There was a one day event on
Feb. 17 at Publix Store #640 in the Northeast Park
Shopping Center. The weather was good and
folks were generous. Grateful for another very
good day we packed up an hour early. We held
another event in March. The good folks at Publix
Store #1322 let us have 2 days on March 24 & 25

Top Flick and Wayne Fortier
Tim Bulu and Bob Decker
stood the afternoon watch at had the morning watch at
Post #1
Post #1

Once again we were granted fine weather and
generous people and once again the effort was
very successful. Looking back on the weekend we
cannot help but think that our success was due in
no small part to our general overall charm.
To those Marines who reported for duty,
Well done!
Ken Friend
Tim Bulu
Wayne Fortier
Ernesto Gonzalez
Bob Decker

George Blick
Top Flick
Walt Smyth
Walt Daly
George Cooper

George Blick and Ken Friend go into energy saving mode.

Meanwhile, a lone Marine Ernesto Gonzalez
diligently stands the afternoon watch at Post #2

Top Flick was there to provide technical advice
and the proper motivation
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Eagles Everywhere!
Four Eagles were presented with The Marine Corps
League Good Citizenship Award at The Court of Honor
held at The Pasadena Presbyterian Church . Pictured (l
to r) are Eagles Dawson Fillingim, Jacob Turner,
Detachment 57 Commandant George Cooper, Eagle
Nicolas Esposito, Detachment 57 Eagle Liaison Tim
Bulu and Eagle Zachary David Tetreault.

Sgt at Arms Mike Garafalo and Adjutant Bob Decker
pin the award ribbon from The National Jr. Vice
Commandant to the detachment colors. OORAH!

Now here this, now hear this!
Attention all Hands!
The Dept. of Florida Convention on
June 7-9 in Maitland (Orlando) FL is
fast approaching. Two Marines from
the detachment plan to attend but
all members are invited to do so. The
detachment will cover expenses for
registrations and lodging (including
Saturday’s banquet. We do not cover
travel expenses.
If you’re interested notify Bob Decker or Coop and we’ll take care of the
reservations.

As many of you know our fellow Marine Don Bostrom
recently had a “medical adventure” and is currently
undergoing a rehab program. When asked if the
program was tough Don provided a photo of one of his
exercise therapists.
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The Detachment has been invited to an “Appreciation” Picnic. This is the same organization that put on
The Field of Honor last Fall. A good number of us attended.
Here is an excerpt from the email I received
The Kiwanis Club of Seminole Breakfast would like to invite you, your family, friends and neighbors to
an Appreciation Picnic on May 19th at Seminole City Park. Kiwanis will provide the hotdogs, chips and
drinks along with potluck dishes. We want to extend our thanks for helping support our community
projects and as a Field of Honor sponsor you know how much the flags add to the City of Seminole being a “Patriotic City”.
If you are planning to attend please rsvp to Coop no later than May 10.

Detachment 57 members
RSVP to Coop
No later than May 10
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Memorandum
May 01, 2018
To: Fellow Veterans
Fm: Father Bob Swick
Subject: Open House for Veterans' and Their Spouses
Good afternoon Fellow Vets,
A free lunch & tour is being offered by the folks at Sylvan
Abbey Funeral Home. This will fall on Wednesday, May 23rd
at 11:00 am.
The purpose is to show off their new digs – which are most
impressive! Also, this is a more inviting way to extend Memorial Day greetings instead of the (always conflicting) traditional ceremony.
But, the invite is one way they want to share some really
good news for Vets & First Responders:
Free burial for Homeless Veterans
Free burial for Military & First Responders
who fall in the line of duty
This puts the good folks at Sylvan Abbey up front and personal with the Vet & FR community!
Oh, and they assured me there is NO sales pitch. Refreshing.
However, you have to make a reservation so they know how
much food to prepare. (I will tell them to double the order!!)
RSVP to 727-79-1992 by 20 May.
In peace and kindness,
Ol Father Bob

DRESS BLUES TROUSERS
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------From: "drobinbar@aol.com" <drobinbar@aol.com>
Subject: Information to update procurement procedures for dress blues trousers, etc.

------------------------------------------------------------------ALL HANDS:
RE: DRESS BLUES TROUSERS; ACQUISITION OF
MCL members, 'Dress Blues' Trousers (now priced at $49.00; even for very, very large sizes!), with 'blood stripes',
and a USMC web belt, and buckle, call direct to:
Ms. Christy Morrison
'Uniform Mail Order Department' Specialist
Camp Lejeune's Marine Corps Exchange
888.267.3559
Before calling to order have your credit card ready, and your exact waist and inseam measurements.
Blood stripes are delivered separately.
SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH ALL MCL MEMBERS & DETACHMENTS.
SF,
9
Robin

