
Major B.F. Hickey Detachment #57   PO Box 15503, St. Petersburg, FL 33773    

From The Commandant: 

Our Detachment began 2018 by setting some goals that far exceeded those of previous years. It 

should come as no surprise that by the dedication and hard work of all of you, the fine Marines of 

Detachment 57,  those goals were far exceeded. Each of you is to be commended. You set new one 

and two day Rose Sale collection records. 

Because of the availability of additional donated funds and the trust you have placed in me and the 

other officers we were able to provide real assistance to veterans in immediate need. You also do-

nated $1000.00 to the Department of Florida Hurricane Relief fund. It was your outstanding conduct 

that made this possible 

2018 was not without the “less than good” news. We find that some of our Marines are dealing with 

“medical adventures”. Please keep in touch with them, they are our brothers. 

Looking ahead to 2019 we will be selecting new officers so start thinking about taking on an office or 

who you might nominate. 

Also in 2019 you will be hearing about The Marine 4 Life (M4L) Network. Marine For Life Network 

connects transitioning Marines and their family members to education resources, employment oppor-

tunities, and other Veterans services that aid in their career and life goals outside of military service.  

The Spring Conference will take place April 4-7 at The safety Harbor Resort and Spa. I would en-

courage our Marines to attend. 

I hope your holidays were good to you and I wish you a prosperous and healthy New Year. 

Your enthusiastic support has been most gratifying. Thank you. 

Semper Fi! 

Coop 
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Service for the Unattended 

Tuesday January 8 at 3:00 pm 

At Bay Pines National Cemetery 
 

All hands are requested to attend & render honors. 

Uniform is Red cap and shirt, black trousers. 

Contact: Bob Cannon 

              bobusmc25@juno.com 

Detachment 57, Officers for 2018 

Commandant George Cooper cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 

Sr. Vice 
Commandant J.D. Pate jdp_39@yahoo.com 

Jr. Vice 
Commandant Tim Bulu thomaspbjr@outlook.com 

Judge Advocate Bob Decker bdecker@bdeckerassociates.com 

Adjutant 
/Paymaster Brandon Robinson brobinson@barneswalker.com 

Sgt at Arms Mike Garafalo raesg@msn.com 

Chaplain Ed Pringle eddiepringle@yahoo.com 

Our Next Scheduled Meeting 

Thursday January 10 at 7:00 pm 

VFW Post #4364 

5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park 
If you need a ride to the meeting, arrangements can 

be made by contacting George Cooper at (727) 415-

9315 a couple of hours or more before the meeting 

and we’ll get you there. 

 Saturday Shoot 

Saturday, January 19, 

at 10:00 am 

Wyoming Antelope Club 
 

  Contact: John Gluck 

              guntchr1@tampabay.rr.com 

 

 

 

 

Wreaths Across America is asking for volun-

teers to pick up the all the wreaths that were 

placed at gravesites for this holiday season. 

 St Pete Leathernecks are asked to report to 

Bay Pines National Cemetery on Saturday 

January 19 to help with this effort. No specif-

ic requests are made regarding uniform of 

the day but a red shirt would be nice. 

In this special edition of The Scuttlebutt 
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George Cooper 

cplcoop@tampabay.rr.com 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Sale Program 

This year’s Rose Sale campaign was nothing 

short of a  great success. Our target goal of 5 

sales averaging $2000 per sale was far ex-

ceeded thanks to the dedication and good work 

turned in by The St Pete Leathernecks. 

We completed 7 sales for a total of 11 days. At 

some sales we were only allowed one day and 

one door. Unfortunately we were compelled to 

cancel one event. 

The detachment was able to expand the budg-

et and directly help a few veterans in acute 

need whom we otherwise would not be able to 

assist. 

 

  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rose Sales for 2018  

1 Jan. Publix Market of Madiera Beach  

2 Feb. 17 Publix Market (The Old Albertson's)  

3 
Mar. 

24-25 

Publix Market (#01322) on 66th 

Street  

4 Apr. 7-8 Publix Market-Northeast Park Plaza 

5 May 6 Publix Market-113 St. Seminole 

6 
Sep. 

29-30 
Publix Super Market Park Blvd Plaza  

7 Oct .13 Publix #1514 at Bay Point Plaza  

George Blick and Ken Friend go into energy saving 

mode. 

Meanwhile, a lone Marine Ernesto Gonzalez 

diligently stands the afternoon watch at Post #2 

Top Flick and Wayne 

Fortier had the morning 

watch at Post #1 

Tim Bulu and Bob Decker 

stood the afternoon watch 

at Post #1 
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Alive Day Ride & Grand Opening 

of Wounded Warriors Abilities 

Ranch at Laurie Park 

 
September 1 is Mike Delancey’s Alive Day and 

has been traditionally recognized by a Veter-

an’s Bike Ride through the streets of Pinellas 

Park. This year’s event was extra special be-

cause it was held in conjunction the opening of 

The Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch. 

Mike had called for volunteers to do setup work 

and help manage the walk/run/ride events. The 

detachment had an excellent and enthusiastic 

turnout. As good luck would have it volunteers 

showed up from many places and there were 

more volunteers than jobs to do. 

Our crew arrived early, setup our tent , did 

whatever job came up and spent the day par-

ticipating in the events and meeting with the 

other veterans assistance organizations on 

hand. 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers cheerleaders were 

there to cheer on the walkers, runners, and cy-

clists. They were probably the 4 most photo-

graphed people in the park that day. 

 

 

The morning crew. Coop, Mike Cashman, 

Wayne Fortier and Ernesto Gonzales 

No detachment event would be complete 

without “The” St Pete Leatherneck himself 

Ken Friend 

Brandon Robinson displays his “Volunteer” 

tee. Semper Fi! 

Is there anybody more enthusiastic than Walt 

Daly ? 
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MCL Birthday Ball 

In 2018 Detachment did not hold a Marine 

Corps Birthday Ball of our own. Instead our 

Marines accepted the gracious invitation of 

Morris F. Dixon Detachment 54 to attend the 

ball hosted by them at the Clearwater Country 

Club on Nov. 9. 

Our brother Marines of Detachment 54 offered 

us an opportunity to have a portion program to 

make our awards presentations. And we are 

grateful for their recognition 

The ball was attended by approximately 100 

guests, 38 of which represented Detachment 

57. A good time was had by all. 

Of special note, during the program Detach-

ment 57 presented a check for $5000.00 to 

Mike Delancey of The Wounded Warriors Abili-

ties Ranch as a token of our continuing support  

of Mike, The Ranch and all the good things 

they stand for. 

Distinguished Service Awards were presented 

to Wayne Fortier, Brandon Robinson and Bob 

Decker for all they have done this year.  

The Marine of the Year award went to J.D. 

Pate for his unselfish service in assisting those 

veterans who were in true desperate need and 

service a Sr. Vice Commandant. 

JD was also given the insignia of his newly ac-

quired rank of “Beer Sergeant”. 

 

 

Marine Corps Birthday at Bay 

Pines Hospital 

On Saturday, Nov.10 in celebration of the 

243rd birthday of The Marine Corps, The St 

Pete Leathernecks honored the occasion by 

holding a cake ceremony for Marine and other 

veterans at the Bay Pines VA Hospital. 

The event has become a tradition within our 

detachment and as always was well attended 

by our Marines. Joining the celebration were 

students and teachers from Oneco Elementary 

School who were there to honor veterans and 

of course enjoy the cake. 

 

Services for the Unattended 

On the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 3:00 pm 

a service is held at the Bay Pines  National 

Cemetery  to mark the passing of those veter-

ans who otherwise would not be recognized, 

Honors are rendered and prayers are given. 

The service is attended by details from The Le-

gion Riders, VFW Post 4364 and Marine Corps 

League, Detachment 57. Our attendance var-

ies from month to month but Detachment 57 

has had a least one marine there every month 

for the past 6 years. 

All hands are requested to attend and render 

honors. 

Requested uniform is Red cap and shirt, black 

trousers. 

 

Detachment 57 detail to The Services for the Unattended 
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2018 Veterans Salute Car & 

Truck Show 

The numbers are in  and we can report that the 

4th Annual Veterans Salute Car Show was a 

tremendous success and thanks to Don 

Bostrom we were the benefactors of a gener-

ous last minute sponsor.  

We owe a special “Thank you” to Sun Coast 

Family Medical Associates for their most gener-

ous support as a Platinum Level sponsor. Our 

gratitude also extends to USAA as they were 

Silver Level sponsors. 

The number of show cars was down somewhat 

from previous years but those who were there 

brought some very fine looking machines and 

this year’s trophies were very sharp. 

There were the usual challenges. 

For example : having no other Color Guard 

available, we found 4 Detachment 57 members 

who could walk and chew gum. They volun-

teered for the detail and did a respectable job. 

Problem solved. 

“Well Done” and many thanks to those St. Pete 

Marines who worked so hard to do the things 

necessary to make the show a success. You 

know who you are. You have the eternal grati-

tude of your fellow Marines.  

A special note of recognition is extended to 

Bob Decker who once again drove (pun intend-

ed) the effort and never let up until it was done. 

 

Wayne Fortier, Eric Tsai, Mike Garafalo and J.D. Pate 

arrived early to get our station setup. It was rather a chilly 

morning. Semper fi! 

Bob Decker was the real “driving” force 

behind this year’s car show. 

The show winners took home some nice 

looking trophies. Next stop, 8th & I 
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Eagle Scout Citizenship Awards 

In 2018 Detachment 57 had the honor to pre-

sent The Marine Corps League Good Citizen-

ship Award to 8 Boy Scouts who had achieved 

the rank of Eagle. 

The Marine Corps League Good Citizenship 

award was designed to recognize those scouts 

who have achieved scouting’s highest rank, 

that of Eagle and to congratulate them on their 

accomplishment. The presentation provides an 

opportunity to reinforce to the scout that the 

values and skills learned by becoming an Ea-

gle are valued not only by the Marine Corps 

League but by corporate and civic organiza-

tions across America as well. 

Roster of Honorees 

Feb. 7 Cooper Jackson Dano Troop 219 

Apr. 21 Zachary David Tetreault 

Nicolas James Esposito 

Jacob Allyn Turner  

Dawson Michael Fillingim   

Troop 301 

May 20 Giovanni R Rivas 

Taylor Mackenzie Riddick 

Troop 305 

Sep. 19 Devan  Ashton  Raymer Troop 219 

Oct. 11 Conner Richard Carlisle Troop 263 

Left to right: New Eagles from Troop 301 Dawson 

Fillingim and Jacob Turner, Commandant George 

Cooper, New Eagle Nicolas Esposito, Eagle Coordinator 

Tim Bulu and New Eagle Zachary Tetreault. 

Eagle Coordinator Tim Bulu and new Eagles 

from Troop 305 Giovanni R Rivas and Taylor 

New Eagle Conner Carlisle of Troop 263 and 

Eagle Coordinator Tim Bulu. 

Eagle Coordinator Tim Bulu and new Eagle 

Devan Raymer of Troop 219. 
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Monthly Shoot 

 

Field of Honor 

Each November The Kiwanis Breakfast Club of 

Seminole sponsors a “Field of Honor” to rec-

ognize veterans passed and living. Flags are 

sponsored by individuals and organizations 

and each flag carries a banner honoring a vet 

by name and service. All the flags are then dis-

played collectively in front of the Seminole city 

hall for the entire month of November. 

Detachment 57 was once again honored to be 

present at the dedication and again we spon-

sored 3 flags. This year 300 American flags 

were sponsored. It makes an impressive sight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Things  

The Detachment continues to play an active 

role in the Honor Guard detail sponsored by 

Detachment 54 in Clearwater. They need more 

volunteers so please consider helping out with 

this. 

We have added Sunday night to our weekly 

Bingo schedule. Along with Wednesday eve-

nings Marines are requested to be present to 

make a short “Thank You” to the customers. 

 

 

This scurvy looking group shouldn’t be confused 

with the cast of the film “Tombstone” and certainly 

not “The Magnificent Seven”. Maybe perhaps 

“Armed and Dangerous”? 

Although our attorneys don’t like us to admit it, 

these are actually members of Detachment 57. 

They are taking advantage of some range time 

courtesy of The Wyoming Antelope Club. 

There were at least 7 unconfirmed reports of men 

reporting to local emergency rooms having had 

their right ear shot off. 

The Shoot usually takes place at The Wyoming 

Antelope Club on the 2nd Saturday after a regular 

detachment meeting . Guests are welcome but 

must be accompanied by a detachment member. 

Range time is free and goes from 1000 to 1100. 

Contact John Gluck for scheduling or range rule 

questions guntchr1@tampabay.rr.com. Ammo is 

available from JD Pate jdp_39@yahoo.com 

300 American flags in front of the Seminole city hall. 

St Pete Leathernecks at The Field of Honor 

Dedication. Don Bostrom, Walt Daly, Walt 

Smyth, Coop, Wayne Scott, John Gluck 

and Wayne Fortier. 
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This Rose post is capably manned by (left to right) Dee 

Lawson, Brian Bower, Walt Daly and Mike Garafalo. This 

photo was taken at the Sep. 29-30 sale at the Publix on 

Park Blvd. It was a very hot day and the St Pete Marines 

bore up well until somebody got smart to bring a patio 

umbrella. 

From the Photo Archive 

Its a tough job but somebody’s gotta do it. 

JD Pate. Martial Arts Master, Sr. Vice Commandant and 

Beer Sergeant. Everyone seem extremely cooperative 

when he’s around. 

The Beer Sergeant takes his duties seriously 

John Gluck making a fashion statement 
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Remembering These Marines 

Haven’t Seen You In A While 

Wally Shwarz 

Joe Kelly Don Gillis 

Phil Kimmel 
Top Flick Phil Calhoun 

Don Denman 

Eric Hopkins 
Bob Morris 


