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Iwo Jima
70 years ago this month
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Pinellas Park Mayor recognizes
Mike DeLancey's home upgrade team.
The Sgt Jessie Davila Memorial Golf Classic
Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch
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Iwo Jima, Seventy years ago this month
New Rates Released for Veterans Pension
Sea Stories
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I Made a Huge, Huge Mistake'
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Next Meeting

TAPS

Thursday, February 12
At 19:00
VFW Post #4364
5773 62nd Street N, Pinellas Park
There were no announcements of the passing of Marines
this month from
The Department of Florida
Marine Corps League

but let us not forget.
6845 American Service Personnel who made the ultimate
sacrifice in Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan

“May They Rest in Peace”
Stop by and participate in the camaraderie of your fellow Marines. Sometimes we actually have a meeting!

If you need a ride, arrangements can be made
by contacting Phil Calhoun at (727) 744-9345
a couple of hours or more before the meeting
and we’ll get you there.
Monthly Service at Bay Pines National Cemetery
There are Services held on the first Tuesday of
each month for Vets with no family. The time is
15:00 and the uniform is red shirt, cover and
black trousers. As always your presence is appreciated.

Next Service

Don’t let lack of motor transport stop you from coming
to the meeting. Call us and somebody will pick you up.
No Sweat!

Tuesday, Feb 3, 2013 at 13:00
Bay Pines National Cemetery
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Mayor Bradbury is no stranger to renovation projects. She is also an employee of the Pinellas Park
Home Depot and has volunteered for numerous
Team Depot renovations.

Pinellas Park Mayor recognizes Mike
DeLancey's home upgrade team.
Courtesy of :
Frank De Lucia
Program Development Executive
Abilities, Inc. dba ServiceSource Florida

Taking turns addressing councilmembers and the
overflow crowd were Team Depot captain Ed Miller and Bill Waechter (The Home Depot); Jared
Alberico and Milton White (University of South
Florida-St. Petersburg Student Veterans Organization); Tommy Gillis and Sam Infazon (The St.
Petersburg Dream Center), and; Frank De Lucia
(Warrior Bridge).

At last night’s (Jan 22) Pinellas Park City Council
meeting, Mayor Sandra Bradbury publicly honored organizers who renovated the home of Purple Heart recipient, Marine lance corporal Michael DeLancey. “The City of Pinellas Park commends all of the project sponsors and volunteers,” said Bradbury. “We greatly appreciate your
contributions and generosity!”

Pinellas Park store associates helped the family
install 13 400 sq. ft. pallets of sod yesterday, will
return the first week in February to renovate
Mike’s master bathroom.

Mayor Sandra Bradbury and the Team

The very fine Team
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Dust off your golf clubs, stretch out those stiff
muscles and get off your duff and give all the
support you can for this Detachment 57 fund
raising event.

Date: February 2015

This looks to be a really fun event and is anticipated to be an excellent demonstration of the finer points of combat golf.
Get your foursomes organized or sign up as an
individual. Keep getting out there and spread the
word to get others to sign up.

All the golfers in the detachment are encouraged
to directly participate if possible.
Non golfers can provide support by contacting
Javier Centonzio and volunteer your assistance.

This is a photo of the score card turned by the 2nd
Place finisher of our last golfing event. The card for the
1st Place finisher has mysteriously gone missing.

According to the rules of combat golf, lining up your
putt can be challenging
4
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...an occasional feature for the
Editor to share random items
with the Detachment

Our Mission
To honor, strengthen and empower warriors by
providing various recreational activities in a safe
and relaxing environment.

Our Web Site
It is a good idea to regularly check our web site
because it changes sporadically due to some upgrades I’m making.
On example is the new menu selection called
BULLETIN BOARD.
There you will find links to the latest Meeting
Minutes and The Scuttlebutt. There will be other
messages posted there as deemed appropriate.

Our Goals:
Provide recreational facilities services and

events to serve in excess of 125 local-area
wounded veterans annually
Provide methodology for tracking and reporting
on site usage
Provide a model recreational and vacation facility which can be emulated in other parts of
the country to serve wounded veterans nation-wide
Provide vacation housing for 100 wheelchairbound wounded veterans (from anywhere in
the nation) and their families annually.

Black T-Shirts
There is a trend toward the wearing a black tshirt under the red league shirt. I was told the
detachment discussed the black shirt and many
thought it would look cool. Well since I’m all for
cool, lets all remember to wear a black t-shirt
under the red. After all, who doesn’t want to
look cool ?

When fully operational, this project will host
many wounded warrior events such as bi-annual
cycle events, fishing tournaments, and workout
& wellness clinics throughout the year.

Golf, Golf and Golf
I urge everyone to support The Sgt Jessie Davila
Golf Classic. Javier Centonzio is the driving (no
pun intended) force and he deserves all our help.
So let’s go do what we do best, raise money and
have fun.

Mike DeLancey made a presentation to the Detachment during January’s meeting. This is an
exiting project. Please go to

www.woundedwarriorsabilitiesranch.org
to learn more, donate or volunteer

Semper Fi
Coop

Semper Fi!
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Marine to a 40 hour class to be the contact person if anyone happens to find an atomic bomb. I
am now the CBR specialist for Co. B, 8th Engineer Battalion.

The Atomic Marine
By John Gluck
When the Korean war started, I knew I would
join the Corps. My brother, who was in WWII in a
Marine air wing, told me to remember two
things; one, make believe your D.I. in boot camp
is your friend and smile and always say "Yes Sir".
Second, don't volunteer for anything. The powers
-that-be will always find someone to do the job.

Walking back from the heavy equipment area
about two months latter I passed a Co. 2nd Lt.
and gave him a salute, he said " enjoy your trip
Corporal" He saw the quizzical look on my face
and said to stop at the Company office the Captain wants to see you. I was given the word that
1000 Marines from the east coast and 1000 Marines from the west coast who attended a CBR
school are going to Yucca Flats Nevada to witness
an atomic bomb drop.

Trying to think ahead, I decided to signup the
end of September 1950 so I'll be on leave during
Christmas. I missed by one week. I got home for
New Years for my 10 day leave, thinking I would
be going to Camp Lejeune for advanced infantry
training,

Passenger planes back in 1952 were DC-3 twin
engine aircraft. We had to land three times for
fuel to get to Las Vegas. Then we had a 80 mile
bus ride to Yucca Flats. The first day was orientation, the second day was a walk through ground
zero seeing various equipment as different distances from ground zero. The third day was the
drop. Yucca Flats is a large desert area about 15
miles in diameter and we were in shallow trenches at a slight rise about four miles from ground
zero.

I was surprised to be sent to Courthouse Bay for
heavy equipment school and given my PFC
stripe. After three months of that, I thought I
would be heading for the west coast to go to Korea. Fate prevailed and I ended up at Tent Camp
now called Camp Geiger ,was assigned to the recently reactivated 8th Engineer Battalion and got
my Corporal stripes.
All of our equipment was WWII stuff that was
brought back from the Pacific. We spent weeks
scraping off the coral to get the equipment in
working condition. Every month we all read the
list of those picked to go on the next draft to Korea.

A dynamite charge was set off across the valley to
check their equipment. The several pounds were
a sharp blast, we all thought the a-bomb would
bust our ears. The announcer told us the plane
will be over the target in 5 minutes. We were given dark glasses and were told when the countdown was down to 3 seconds to turn around and
not to face the flash, after 5 seconds we can turn
around and watch the fireball and the smoke ring
form.

Time passed on, it's now March of 1952, at a
morning muster the First Sergeant asked it anyone had high school chemistry or Physics. I started to raise my hand but remembered what my
brother said so I pulled my hand down quickly.
Too late, he saw me. "Cpl. Gluck, into the office
when we are finished." I found out that the Corps
had setup a CBR school (Chemical, Biological and
Radiological ) and every Company will send a

Continued on the next page

6

Volume: 7, Issue: 2

The Scuttlebutt

Date: February 2015

Across the valley we saw a roll of dust getting
larger and larger as it came toward us. All of a
sudden we were thrown against the back of the
trench. Then because the blast pushed all the air
away from ground zero, the air now wanted to
get back to ground zero so it was sucked back in
and we were thrown to the front of the trench.

The Atomic Marine
Continued from the previous page
We saw the plane, a spec in the sky at 30 thousand feet, then the bomb dropped. It was to take
30 seconds to drop. Detonation was at 15 hundred feet altitude. We all looked at each other and
slowly turned our backs to the potential blast.

We then heard the command "out of the trench
form a column of twos" we proceeded to march
the 4 miles to ground zero.

And then the rumble began, louder and louder, it
sounded like a train was going right over my
head. Not a sharp blast like the dynamite just a
loud rumble. We then turned around and
watched the fireball and smoke ring.

An experience I will never forget.

Operation Tumbler-Snapper
1952 - Nevada Proving Ground

Operation Tumbler consisted of
three air bursts conducted to gather
detailed information about blast
effects, the fourth test was also an
airburst and technically part of both
Tumbler and Snapper. The remaining
four shots during Operation Snapper
were tower shots and were weapons
development tests of various kinds.
The Desert Rock IV field exercise was
conducted during Tumbler-Snapper,
with 7350 out of 8700 DOD participants conducting maneuvers in conjunction with test shots Charlie, Dog,
and George, and observing during
Fox.
Test:

This photo provided by John Gluck is a copy of the Marine Corps photo of the test
7

Dog
16:30 1 May 1952
(GMT)
Time:
08:30 1 May 1952
(local)
Nevada Test Site
Location:
(NTS), Area 7
1040 Foot Airdrop
Test Height and Type:
from B-45
Yield:
19 kt
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Iwo Jima, 70 years ago this month
Much has been written about the battle fought
by the United States Marines against the Japanese
in February 1945. Nothing new will be added
here.
The Scuttlebutt respectfully and humbly presents
a photographic commemoration of and tribute to
those marines who fought there.
One third of all Marines killed in WWII were
killed on Iwo Jima.
The Medal of Honor was awarded to 22 Marines
and 22 US Navy Personal for heroism at Iwo Jima.
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Iwo Jima, 70 years ago this month
Continued from previous page
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A veteran with countable family income exceeding the maximum annual pension rate (MAPR) as
set by Congress will not be eligible for pension
benefits. Otherwise, the MAPR is reduced, dollarfor-dollar, by
countable income, with the difference paid
monthly to the veteran or eligible survivor. Uninsured medical expenses paid by a veteran that
exceed 5 percent of the MAPR may reduce the
family countable income and increase the pension benefit. The latest MAPR rates, effective December 1, 2014, are available on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs website,
www.benefits.va.gov.

New Rates Released for Veterans Pension
Courtesy of Bob Decker
The U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) provides
a tax-free, supplemental pension to
qualifying wartime
veterans and their
families. To be eligible, veterans must
have limited income and assets, and they generally must have a period of service that includes at
least one day on active duty during wartime and
90 days total active duty time. Veterans who entered active duty after September 7, 1980 generally must have served at least 24 months or the
full period for which they were called or ordered
to active duty. Also, veterans must have been discharged under conditions other than dishonorable.
In addition to these basic service requirements,
to be eligible, a veteran must be:
• Age 65 or older, or
• Totally and permanently disabled, or
• A patient in a nursing home receiving skilled
nursing care, or
• Receiving Social Security Disability Insurance,
or
• Receiving Supplemental Security Income

Example: Based on rates effective December 1,
2014, the MAPR for a veteran with a spouse (who
is not a veteran) is $16,851. If that veteran had
countable family income of $10,500, and uninsured medical expenses of $4,000, the veteran
would be eligible to receive a monthly pension of
$792, calculated as follows:
$16,851 x .05 = $842 (5% of MAPR)
$4,000 - $842 = $3,158 (medical expenses that
exceed 5% of MAPR)
$10,500 - $3,158 = $7,342 (countable income reduced by medical expenses that exceed 5% of
MAPR)
$16,851 - $7,342 = $9,509/12 = $792 (MAPR reduced by countable income, paid monthly)
Veterans and survivors, who are eligible for a
pension and require the assistance of another
person to perform functions of everyday living or
are housebound, may receive an additional
monthly payment through Aid and Attendance
(A&A) or housebound allowances. The A&A and
housebound benefits are also subject to a MAPR.

Monthly benefit

A veteran who qualifies for the pension will receive a monthly benefit check. The amount he or
she receives depends upon the veteran's marital
status, whether the veteran has dependent children, whether the veteran is able to care for himself or herself, and the veteran's countable family
income and net worth.
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“Sea Stories”
Or
Unidentified Marine
This photo was posted in the last issue of “The
Scuttlebutt”. The idea was to have Marines identify him.
Nobody correctly identified this Marine. So he
will remain unidentified for another month.

Who is this Marine? He may be difficult because
the horns had just begun to develop and are
hidden under th D.I. cover

Who is this homely looking creature?
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can lives.

Jane Fonda on Vietnam War Comments: 'I
Made a Huge, Huge Mistake'

"She encouraged North Vietnam to pull away
from the negotiations table," he said, holding a
sign outside the Court Street parking garage to
protest her presence. "She got Americans killed ...
and she went to Vietnam to advance her husband's career."

Jan The Frederick News-Post, Md. | Jan 19, 2015 | by Paige Jones

About 50 veterans, many of whom served in Vietnam, held signs saying "Forgive? Maybe. Forget?
Never" and waved flags outside the theater for
about two hours, occasionally booing people entering the Weinberg Center, including state Sen.
Ron Young.

Jane Fonda in Vietnam

Jane Fonda said she hoped for an open dialogue
with veterans after about 50 former military
members and supporters protested the actress's
appearance Friday evening at the Weinberg Center for the Arts.

"But those people out there ... I'm a lightning
rod," Fonda said. "This famous person goes and
does something that looks like I'm against the
troops, which wasn't true, but it looked that way,
and I'm a convenient target. So I understand."

"Whenever possible I try to sit down with vets
and talk with them, because I understand and it
makes me sad," Fonda told a relatively full theater, responding to a submitted question. "It hurts
me and it will to my grave that I made a huge,
huge mistake that made a lot of people think I
was against the soldiers."

However, Fonda said she did not regret traveling
to North Vietnam, saying her time there was "an
incredible experience."

In 1972, Fonda visited Hanoi, North Vietnam,
where she criticized attacks on the dike system
along the Red River. A U.S. investigation later revealed the publicity of these bombings as propaganda. Fonda's statements and a photograph of
her sitting on a North Vietnamese anti-aircraft
battery outraged many Americans and veterans,
leading many to call her "Hanoi Jane" and a
"traitor."

Among the protesters was Frederick County
Councilman Tony Chmelik, who said he decided
to support the veterans in honor of his father,
who served in the military.

"We feel what she did was so egregious ... [she]
really cost lives," said Mike McGowan, a Marine
Corps veteran who served as an infantryman in
Vietnam from 1968 to 1969.

"[We want to] let everybody know we haven't forgotten," said Tommy Grunwell, a Marine Corps
veteran who served in Vietnam and helped organize the protest.
At least one person turned out to demonstrate in
favor of Fonda, saying the actress's work as an
activist and founder of nonprofits helping women
should also be recognized and represented.

Bob Hartman, an Army veteran who served in
Vietnam in 1967 and 1968, said he blamed Fonda
for breaking off negotiations among the countries
and held her responsible for thousands of Ameri12

Continued on the next page
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"Her voice doesn't disappear, but it goes underground," Fonda said, describing how this plagued
her through three marriages.

"I feel like you can't vilify Jane Fonda but not vilify
our government," said Gabrielle Hash, who stood
among veterans holding a handmade poster in
support of Fonda.

But for boys, many are led to believe they need to
act strong and fearless from the time they enter
the formal school system at age 6, according to
Fonda.

During her hour-long talk, Fonda discussed the
importance of adolescence in shaping women's
and men's lives, and how she regained her courage and spunk in the "third act" of her life upon
turning 60.

"They become emotionally illiterate," she said,
adding that some of these boys later become violent when their masculinity is threatened in any
way.

Jane Fonda on Vietnam War Comments: 'I
Made a Huge, Huge Mistake'

In describing her own struggles with age, marriage and respect, Fonda urged audience members
to seek forgiveness and happiness through small
changes like daily meditation or walks outside for
a longer and more fulfilled life.

"My voice went underground, and it took me a
long, long time to get it back," she said.
Through working with adolescents at the nonprofits she founded, Fonda said she discovered
that most girls are "whole" before approaching
puberty; they know what they want and are not
afraid to voice it.

"If we can manage to think positively ... we can
actually alter the pathways in our brains," she
said. "I've experienced it, so I know it's true. It
takes work, it takes intention. But man, is it worth
it."

But upon entering adolescence, this voice fades as
girls are pressured to fit in and mold themselves
to society's ideals of a thin, popular woman.

“Home is where you dig it!”
becoming the operating motto at Khe Sanh

Waiting for the Med Evac chopper at Khe Sanh
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Our Sponsors

Get ready for the time of your life!
We believe that a PLAN is a powerful tool.

Achieving your long-term financial objectives hinges on having the
right plan - a plan that fits your unique circumstances.
What are your retirement dreams?
What kind of legacy will you leave behind?

Cash Flow & Retirement Planning is our focus

.

Registered Financial Consultant® • Certified Senior Advisor®
Certified Retirement Financial AdvisorTM
Member of NAIFA - National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors
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